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You can do more and stay there longer in a

Pitts S-2C

That’s due partly to Hartzell’s new CLAW propeller, standard
issue with an S-2C.

Roll rate has increased to 300+ degrees per second with the S-2C’s
aerodynamically balanced, constant speed ailerons. That means roll rate is
the same at 100mph as it is at 200mph.

Maximum stick pressure at full aileron deflection is a mere 15 lbs
and that balances with full pitch input (at 4 Gs), giving the stick a
“squared force” feel. Stick centering is world class.

Old fashioned, high drag, ugly spades are out, improving
response as well as aesthetics.

A cleaner airframe, coupled with a redesigned sleeker canopy, improved
landing gear and reconfigured wing tips provides a

10 to 15 mph increase in cruise speed over the old S-2B.
For details contact:
AVIAT AIRCRAFT (UK) LTD
+44 (0)1952 770428 or +44 (0)7768 333030
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The Royal Aero Club Trust 4th
Annual Photographic Competition

Mission Statement: Advancing the cause of air
sport and aviation

Photographic Competition 2003

The Royal Aero Club Trust, in conjunction with the Royal
Photographic Society, has launched its Photographic
Competition for 2003. Once again, there will be a unique
collection of valuable prizes ranging from exotic photographic
equipment to trial flying lessons, flights in aircraft, micro lights
and balloons and tandem parachute jumps together with VIP
tickets to events and subscriptions to a variety of magazines
covering both real and simulated flight.

The theme is;

‘FLIGHT" which covers all aspects of human flight from fixed
wing flying through gliding, ballooning, paragliding,
parachuting, micro lighting, aero-modeling and bungee
jumping; it also includes the flight of birds, insects and even
material blown in the wind such as leaves or debris.
Meteorological events associated with danger to ‘Flight’, such
as tornados or hurricanes, are also included. As 2003 is the
100th anniversary of the first powered flight there will be a
special award for a photograph which, in the view of the
panel of judges, in some way commemorates or represents this
important event.

The Competition, which is open to entrants worldwide, will
run until 1 October 2003 and judging will take place on 3
October when HRH the Duke of York, KCVO, ADC has
graciously agreed to be Chairman of judges.

Full details of the competition, together with the Rules and the
Entry Form, have been posted on the Trust web site,
www.royalaeroclubtrust.org.

For further information about the Annual Photographic
Competition and about the Royal Aero Club Trust contact
Richard Crabtree OBE, Trust Administrator, Kimberley House,
Vaughan Way, LEICESTER, LE1 4SG

Telephone and e-mail contacts:

Richard Crabtree OBE tel: 01729-840108 or e-mail
administrator@royalaeroclubtrust.org

Fred Marsh tel: 020-76033133 or e-mail
chairman@royalaeroclubtrust.org

Photo Caption
Cover: Rob Howarth in Pitts S-1S-1X at Breighton — Nick B
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Third Time Lucky - The Sun Shines on Fenland

from Martin Sandford, CD

How can you tell it's the beginning of the
week when you are to act as CD? On
Monday or Tuesday you start getting
messages on the mobile the gist of which is
a) pilot has no accomodation, can | suggest
anything? or b) is it too late to enter and
what time do we need to be there and, if
we turn up the following day can we still
compete? Mind you, there was some
confusion generated by the difference
between the website and the Contest
Information Booklet regarding the time of
the first briefing for Intermediate but since
both sources indicated that flying was to
start at 3pm on Friday, it didn't take a Ph D
to deduce that first briefing at 8am on
Saturday might be wrong.

Anyway, we received a warm welcome
from old friends Ray Nicholson in the
Tower, from John in the restaurant and
from Joyce in the flying school office on
arrival on Friday. New PortaCabins had
been erected in the car park for Committee
meetings and flight planning which were
generously offered to us as our permanent
office cum briefing room and bag store for
the duration; a big improvement on
crowding out the members in the main
clubhouse. (The cabins’ foundations are
sufficiently new that they “settled” during
our Saturday briefing, but our local
member, lan Scott, reassured us that this
was normal, and not an earthquake).The
Beginners briefing was a quiet affair with
only the late entrant, Paul Tomlinson; Tom
Leader having withdrawn with a slight eye
infection. Paul Tomlinson flew well enough
and, anyway, the first secret of success is to
turn up! Even the latecomers for
Intermediate had been briefed by 2.30, so
we were able to get the first Known flight
away by 3.15. As flying started, it dawned

on me that, with only 9 pilots, we could fit
the Unknown in as well on Friday
afternoon. Having duly walked around to
brief the pilots, we were able, after a short
break between sequences to complete the
flights for the Fenland Trophy by 6.15. Tim
Jenkinson had flown two excellent
sequences to end nearly 6% clear of the
field, followed by John Dixon and Colwyn
Darlow. A show of hands indicated that
more than half of the Intermediates would
stay for an extra Unknown the following
day so we needed a new sequence. Steve
Green and lan Scott constructed one which
looked as if it might present a few
challenges but should be flyable even if the
cloud base came down to 2,500 ft. Friday
evening saw the arrival of most of the
Standard pilots and the submission of some
of their extra 3 figures.The sky on Saturday
morning was virtually clear and spirits were
high at the 8am briefing. The only
discordant note, probably based on
previous experience of the Fenland
weather, being a suggestion that we fly the
Standard Known and Unknown before
letting the 5 remaining Intermediates have
their extra sequence; | stuck to my plan in
the hope that the weather would co-
operate, in the belief that it would give the
judges some amusement in the middle of
the day, and recognising that the reason
Standard would have most of Saturday to
themselves was because the Intermediate
pilots had made the sacrifice of coming up
early on Friday. Collecting, checking and
collating the Form A’s with the extra 3
figures is always a bit of a challenge to us
mere men; luckily we had Anne on hand
who, using her conference organising
experience and inherent female bossiness
came up with a fool-proof system which
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neither JP nor | managed to defeat. The
Known got underway at 9.15 and a good
launch rate was generally kept up. Peter
Borchert flew a good sequence followed by
Simon Abbott, Adam Lewis and Rob
Howarth. Adam’s flight seemed to have
ended in disaster when he noticed that the
backing plate for the spinner on STUA had
cracked. But, being one of the White
Waltham engineering department’s heroes
that kept BIPO in the air for me, he merely
found the necessary saw, screw drivers and
spanners to remove the spinner and the
remains of the plate. As the next STUA
pilot, 1 suspect the deferral of his flight may
have affected Bill Merry’s concentration;
13th in the Known compared to 4th in the
Unknown. The “Fenland Intermediate
Challenge” posed by Steve and lan included
a full horizontal flick and opposition roll
and consecutive outward and inward
quarter rollers. The opposition nature of the
rolls caught out Colwyn Darlow, as he had
not previously come across this and did not
know the convention. Several of the
attempts at the outward roller more closely
resembled descending barrel rolls but the
scores were generally similar to the 1st
Unknown so the sequence can’'t have been
too hard; good preparation for the
Nationals anyway. Tim Jenkinson finished
first for his 7th sequence win of the season
followed by John Dixon and Colwyn. So,
after lunch, back to the Standard Unknown.
Generally flown to a high standard, only
John Smith in the Stampe encountered
some problems. Mind you, his last visit to
Fenland had ended propellerless in transit
home, so having to fly with a new but
unmodified carburettor which caused the
engine to threaten to die inverted was a
mere bagatelle. Even so, he was still pipped
for the wooden spoon overall by Karl Rode
who had had an exciting Known. There did
not seem much to choose between the top

flights, and so it proved when the scores
were in. The top 4 pilots were all within
0.6% with Rob Howarth coming out on top
followed by Simon Abbott and Adam Lewis.
Hard luck to Peter Borchert who was
leading after the first round and was, on the
day, thought to have finished third. The
non-removal of Steve Green from the list of
judges in the BAeA confuser led to a glitch
in the apportionment of “Average” scores
which, when corrected moved Adam above
Peter. Through Friday and Saturday,
trophies had been appearing. The Fenland
Trophy arrived from John van der Luit by
courier at lunch on Saturday. The McAully
trophy had been at Fenland for at least a
year, its packaging gathering dust on the
top of a cupboard. In unpacking the
McAully trophy, | discovered a photo of an
advertising hoarding for a certain Baslow
hotel (cunningly disguised as a Vans RV4),
taken at Fenland with the Red Arrows filling
the sky above. | duly called upon Eric to
present this to Ray Nicholson who accepted
it on behalf of Fenland. Ruth, Ray’s wife,
presented the bottle of scotch for the
“Challenge”, the Fenland Trophy and the
McAully. Particularly compared with the
two previous years, this was a very happy
gathering; perhaps it's just that everyone
smiles when the sun shines? Fenland made
us extremely welcome and all the pilots
cooperated to the full and helped out
whenever | asked. We flew all the
scheduled sequences, and more, by 3.15 on
the Saturday afternoon. One other
perspective was that, with Nick & Jen
absent, Anne, Corinne, JP and | had to do
all the set up and strip down of the office
equipment that usually just seems to
happen. | now appreciate just how much is
involved behind the scenes! Steve Green
came to my rescue by agreeing to judge
(and be C)) on Friday (and part of
Saturday) despite his imminent departure
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for Sweden. JP played a blinder, both
judging on Friday and doing the
registration, insertion of “extra 3's” and
scoring (on the computer!) on Saturday.
Corinne Dennis kindly performed these
tasks on Friday. The other judges, without
whom we cannot have our fun were led by
lan Scott (CJ on Saturday) and included
Anne (aka the Boss), Brian Gleave, Simon
O'Neill, Debbie Brown, Anne Willis and
Julie Wood plus many scribes and other

volunteers including Paul Tomlinson, Tom
Leader and Farrell McGee. My thanks to
you all and apologies to anyone | have
accidentally omitted! One major step forward
was the discovery of some really good food.
The CD’s dinner recommendation if you're
in the area is The Chequers at Gedney
Dyke, (no, NOT in Holbeach!).I can only
hope that after two bad years and one
excellent one, the weather is kind to us
again at Fenland in 2004.

Fenland/McAully Trophies : Fenland : 18/19 July

Beginners

Pilot Aircraft type  Reg'n Known #1 Ofall %

1 Paul Tomlinson  Pitts S1C G-BXAU 370.7 56.162

McAully Troph

Standar):j Iev%l d

Pilot Alctype  Regn Programl Unkwn #1 All Grps  Of/all %
1 Rob Howarth Pitts S-1S  G-llIX 1157.9 900.8 2058.7 74.322

2 Simon Abbott Pitts S-1S  G-llIX 1177.2 875.1 2052.3 74.090

3 Adam Lewis Pitts S-2A  G-STUA  1162.8 886.6 2049.3 73.983

4 Peter Borchert  Pitts S-2B G-STUB  1189.5 854.1 2043.6 73.775

5 Alex Smith T-67M G-SKYC 1119.7 818.6 1938.3 69.974

6 Eric Marsh Vans RV-4  G-BXPlI 11154 816.8 1932.2 69.754

7 Richard Buchan Pitts S-1D  G-OODI 1109.0 807.4 1916.4 69.184

8 Alan Wood Pitts S-1S  G-BOXH 1071.6 840.7 1912.3 69.035

9 Steve Kirton T-67M G-SKYC 1051.5 855.5 1907.0 68.844

10 Al Coultts Pitts S-1S  G-BKKZ 1085.8 802.0 1887.8 68.151

11 Roy Nicholson T-67M G-SKYC 1094.7 791.8 1886.5 68.105

12 Bill Merry Pitts S-2A G-STUA  988.0 870.5 1858.5 67.094

13 Corinne Dennis Pitts S-1S  G-BOXH 994.5 800.2 1794.7 64.790

14 John Smith Stampe G-HJSS 9845 462.0 1446.5 52.220

15 Karl Rode Yak-52 RA-01948 547.0 703.4 1250.4 45.141

Fenland Trophy

Intermediate level

Pilot Alctype  Regn Known #1 Unkwn #1 All Grps  Of/all %
1 Tim Jenkinson  Pitts S-1S  G-11IX 1377.5 1261.5 2639.0 73.307

2 John Dixon Pitts S-1S  G-BRZX 1271.6 1156.4 2428.0 67.444

3 Colwyn Darlow DR-107 G-IDIl 12948 1111.6 2406.4 66.845

4 Julian Murfitt Pitts S-2A  G-STUA  1175.7 1057.5 2233.2 62.034

5 Peter Krause Eagle-II G-OEGL 1271.8 955.3 2227.1 61.864

6 Phil O'Donoghue Lazer G-LAZA 12613 9534 2214.6 61.518

4
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7 Clive Butler
8 David Cooke
9 Peter Rutterford

Pitts S-2B

Pitts S-2B G-GOMD

Pitts S-1T

G-BPLY

G-BKPZ

Fenland Intermediate Challenge
Intermediate level

Pilot

1 Tim Jenkinson
2 John Dixon

3 Colwyn Darlow
4 Julian Murfitt

5 Clive Butler

Alc type
Pitts S-1F
Pitts S-1S
DR-107

Pitts S-2A
Pitts S-2B

Reg’n
G-MAGX
G-BRZX
G-1DII
G-STUA
G-BPLY

1288.1
1164.6
1049.8

Unkwn #2
1198.0
1045.0
945.4
877.5
778.7

821.5
944.6
346.3

Of/all %
71.738
62.572
56.613
52.544
46.628

2109.6 58.599
2109.3 58.590
1396.0 38.778

Fenland Intermediate Unknown
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Fenland Standard Unknown

The Railway Age

from Ben Ellis, Contest Drector, Bodmin

Before the railways spread their tentacles
across the land, each town set the time
according to the sun. Of course, you can't
run a railway timetable like that, so ‘railway
time’ or a standardized time, based,
naturally, on London, came into being.
What on earth has this to do with events at
Bodmin? Well, because it just worked out
that way, we started the Beginners' part of
the proceedings a little after eight o’clock
on the Friday evening, in brilliant sunshine,
Bodmin being quite a bit further West than
the Capital. An hour later, we held the
prizegiving in the Cornwall Flying Club
house still bathed in the rays of the setting
sun. James Hughes in the local club Robin
beat Darren Fern in the ex-Tom Cassells
T67 to take away the lump of marble. The
fine evening weather also allowed the pilots
with longer journeys to make it. A prompt
start on Saturday was made (‘you won't

thank me if a liesurely start means that we
are unable to complete the competition’ is a
phrase from that Maestro of CDs, Eric
Marsh. It's a lesson we've all learned over
the years). For one reason or another, the
field at Standard was down to 10 and that
at Intermediate was 6. Now, before we all
start worrying too much about this, we
must realise that 3 or 4 years ago we were
concerned because the field at Standard
had become too big to manage on a day’s
competition. We decided back then to try
and ‘regionalise’ some competitions so that
we had more breathing space. The points
trophies somewhat reflect the fact that not
everyone can turn up to every event. We
also reduce the number of eggs in the
‘weather’ basket by having more dates in
the diary. However, that’s enough plot,
back to the action.As ever, the computer-
generated Order of Flight was suitably
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adjusted to take into account the sharing of
aircraft. Due to the relatively small field, no
airborne hold was used. Pilots were asked
to observe the progress of those ahead of
them and get airborne accordingly. This
system worked well. Rounds one and two
were flown off with plenty of time for a
second unknown. This was just as well, as
the very limited ground team had to prepare
and print out the paperwork in their break.
In the past, a second unknown at Standard
has produced some interesting lapses of
concentration but either the sequence wasn't
challenging enough or pilots are more
prepared for 3 sequences in a single day.
Some pilots ‘cried off’ participating as the
flesh pots of the PFA rally at Kemble
beckoned them, siren-like. At Intermediate,
only Tim Jenkinson was able to fly the 2nd
Unknown, so the results aren't recorded. In
any event, despite Tim flying the sequence
EXACTLY as drawn on his card,
unfortunately the sequence as published
was a mirror image of this, resulting in all
but the ‘B’ axis figures scoring zero.Some
debate ensued about the future declaration

Bodmin : 11/12)uly

Beginners Level

Pilot Alctype  Regn

1 James Hughes R-2160 G-OCFC
2 Darren Fern T67 G-SKYO

Standard Finals
Pilot A/c type Regn
1 Simon Abbott
2 Rob Howarth

of 3 sequences for some competitions, with
the possibility of only counting the
unknowns for scoring purposes. Gosh, does
that mean that we're considering intoducing
‘Q’ at Standard? Plus side? The weather was
truly excellent, the venue is charming with
plenty to occupy those who made a long
weekend of it in the local area. There was
some really good flying.We have a new
trophy, the Kernow for Standard, kindly
donated by local Howard Fawkes.Lessons
learned? You can't really judge and
effectively CD at the same time (except at
Beginners). This didn't create any specific
difficulties, but there were delays whilst
paperwork was processed etc. A reduced
field can be turned to advantage to give
everyone some more flying. At the PFA rally
at Kemble Gary Ferriman carried off the Air
Squadron Trophy for best plans-built for his
Super Stinker. Our special thanks to
everyone at Bodmin who made us so
welcome again (but do get Tim to tell you
his story about the old bloke in the hangar
and the blue roll').We shall look forward to
returning to Bodmin.

Known #1 O/all %
482.0 73.028
359.8 54.519

Known #1 Unkwn #1 All Grps  O/all %
Pitts S-1S  G-llIX ~ 963.0 905.6 1868.6 75.348
Pitts S-1S  G-llIX  955.7 884.2 1839.8 74.187

3 John Penfold Eagle Il G-EGAL 950.4 849.5 1800.0 72.579
4 Richard Buchan  Pitts S-ID G-OODI 938.3 827.0 1765.4 71.185
5 Alan Wood Pitts S-1S G-BOXH 952.2 796.2 1748.4 70.499
6 Al Coutts Pitts S-1S G-BKKZ 851.6 850.2 1701.8 68.620
7 James Hughes R-2160 G-OCFC 813.8 812.7 1626.6 65.588
8 Max Gardner T-67C G-BLLR  779.1 790.8 1569.9 63.303
9 Corinne Dennis  Pitts S-1S G-BOXH 861.0 680.9 1541.8 62.171
10 Tom Richards  T-67C G-BLLR  788.6 748.3 1536.8 61.969

Kernow Trophy
Intermediate level

Pilot

1 Tim Jenkinson
2 John Dixon

A/c type Regn Known #1 Unkwn #1 All Grps  O/all %
Pitts S-1S  G-llIX 1466.2 1324.1 2790.3 77.293
Pitts S-1S G-BRZX 1320.8 1305.0 2625.8 72.736

3 James Brown CAP 20 G-BIPO 1370.9 1228.5 2599.3 72.004

4 Phil O’'Donoghue Lazer
5 Alex Caramella
6 Clive Butler

G-LAZA  1229.6 1300.0 2529.7 70.074
Pitts S-2B  G-BRVT  1247.9 1132.0 2379.9 65.925
Pitts S-2B  G-BPLY  1301.3 1052.7 2354.0 65.208

Standard 2nd Unknown

Pilot

1 Rob Howarth
2 Simon Abbott

A/c type Regn Unkwn #2 O/all %
Pitts S-1S  G-llIX  907.2 81.001
Pitts S-1S  G-IlIX  880.6 78.623

3 John Penfold Eagle I G-EGAL 854.0 76.251
4 Al Coutts Pitts S-1S G-BKKZ 726.7 64.879
5 Tom Richards T-67C G-BLLR 7054 62.985
6 Max Gardner T-67C G-BLLR  536.0 47.858
7 James Hughes R-2160 G-OCFC 5220 46.606

The Airfield

Neat short grass,

So the planes can pass
The planes fly low
Getting ready for a show
The trophy is here
The start is near
The judges are ready
So fly nice and steady
Looping and twisting
The judges are insisting
That they get it right
Because soon t'wil be night

This was written by Christina Ellis aged 9, whilst observing the Beginners’
contest at Bodmin 2003.
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Bodmin Intermediate 2nd
Unknown

Bodmin Kernow Trophy
Intermediate Unknown
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Bodmin Standard Unknown
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Stampes at North Weald

Air Britain organised their classic fly-in at
North Weald, the same weekend as the
planned Waterford aerobatics competition.
One of the themes was the 70th anniversary
of the first flight of the Stampe.

Despite ideal weather conditions only two
examples from the British fleet were
present during an editorial visit on the
Saturday — SV4A G-BHYI, and John Smith’s
G-HJSS from Shoreham. Apparently no
other Stampes showed up on the Sunday so
the final score was England 2, Belgium 8.
Karel Bos and Danny Cabooter of Antwerp
Stampe Center had decided to support the

fly-in, and did so in a big way. The early
arrival, SV4B 00-SVA/V-49, was followed by
a formation arrival of five Stampes (00-
PAM/V-48, 00-SVB/V-43, 00-PAX, 00-EIR/V-
4, 00-SVB/V-43, 00-PAX, 00-EIR/V-4, and
newly renovated 00-MON) and a Super
Cub. Danny and Karel followed also in
formation with Super Cub. These comprised
SV-4B 00-GWA and SV-4C 00-GWC, the
oldest Stampe c¢/n1 which first flew on 6
June 1945/

Neat aerobatic departure by competition
regular Pitts S-1T 'KPZ just after first wave
of Belgians landed!
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Alternative Waterford 1

from JP

Hey guys we got a contest, aka. “an
informal group training session”.

Self and Cadbury waited all Wednesday for
a good ole low pressure system to blow
through from Ireland and clear Barton
which allowed us to launch into clearing
skies and a ferocious headwind at about
4.00pm leading to a tedious low speed
transit to Abbeyshrule. Met up with Davy
Bruton (EXTRA 200 reg EI-SAM) and other
pals and immediately went on a Guinness
testing session down the Rustic Inn. Nice
thatched digs and serious Irish Fry
breakfasts. Thursday, waited for WX to
clear and got soggy about flying. Nice
practice later on. Round there flying might
start after lunch and this time of year
finishes at 10.30pm plus or minus.
Thursday evening went out to very nice
restaurant, took mobile with me, fork in
one hand and phone in the other trying to
rescue competition, and had very nice
meal. Cadbury had very nice oysters, well
all except one maybe and on Friday he did
not need an excuse not to fly. Anyway this
gave me the perfect excuse to go back to
bed (aka scratcher in those parts) and get
my head down for additional recovery from
Thursday evening excesses. Got flying
about tea time.Saturday, people turned up
at airfield about lunchtime. Paul van L and
Dave Gordon turned up in the Decathlon,
and both me and Dave K had lovely flights
in Davy Brutons Jungmann including a
most hilarious landing in a hill top field.
Take off in reverse direction....taxy at full
power up hill, take off down hill, up hill,
down hill with a quick 180 climb out (or
climb down!) back up the adjacent lake,
wheels not quite wet. Any way, Paul had
brought the Waterford Unknown with him

11

and gave us 30 minutes thinking time and
an Advanced Unkown competition (sorry
training/critique) with three entries which
started at 16:45 local.Yours truly off first to
amuse the rest and provide invaluable prat
fall and wind info for the others. Tricky
little sequence of nine figures which
included a stall turn with 3/4 up and 3/4
flick down which were well zeroed. Half
flick on a 45 up had me going steep and
the Daves both well off axis (surely more
than 45 being a HZ) prior to a one (two
turns for DK) turn inverted spin. Davy
Bruton has now learnt to imprint the
correct directions for consecutive rolls.
However all three of us got round the
sequence creditably with no preparation
and David Bruton had had a very hard day
of Jungmann flying. Paul and Dave Gordon
scored and scribed for themselves and did
an extremely rigorous and consistent job of
judging, harsh but fair, with a strict
countdown of observed errors. Giving
some good figure scores mixed with not so
good and a sprinkling of Hard and soft
zeros.The result?... well it hardly matters.
with no puter Paul simply totted up the
raw points totals from him and Dave G and
left out the TBLP, how refreshing to avoid
the bullshit factor. JP in Charlie Macaw
2577pts. Cadbury Dave in Foxy Kl 2477pts
David Bruton in SAM 1846pts.

Waterford should now become Abbeyshrule
later on in the summer.
Accomodation/fuel/catering etc no problem
and lovely hospitable flying people. Me
and DK launched for home less than an
hour later flying the last half back to Barton
in glowering skies and light drizzle but a
wee bit faster than going.

PS Yippee | won
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Alternative Waterford 2

from PJ (the other one)

Just back from Waterford... there was
AVGAS but you had to wait 1/2 an hour
and it was restricted... On the way there
I'm sure | had Cas S or Peter R (PA28)
attempting but diverting to Dublin... maybe

the beer was better there? Anyway bought
the crystal stayed at a lovely Country House
by the sea... children and wife loved the
beach... Waterford say they look forward to
us next year.

The 2003 World Aerobatic Championships
Lakeland, USA - June 25th to July 4th
from (mostly) Alan Cassidy

The BAeA power Unlimited Team

British Judge Graham Hill
Assistant Steve Green
Alan Cassidy CAP-222
Patrick Williams CAP-232
Nick Onn Sukhoi-26
Val Rahmani Sukhoi 26

Unlimited Power Team Diary

June 18th

Hello there,

I've now been here 7 days and have
become time-adjusted if not yet really
temperature adjusted. Patrick Williams and |
have joined up at Immokalee (30 miles ENE
of Naples, FL) since Monday. Also here are
Olivier (Swiss) and Maurizio (ltalian). | am
flying a Giles G202, and have it all to
myself. The three others mentioned are all
sharing a CAP232 which just arrived here
today. Two more ltalians may arrive
tomorrow but they have been ferrying
aircraft from Denver, Colorado (must be
about 14 hours flight time) so may be just a
bit tired on arrival.

The place we are staying is good value and
has email, internet and so on, but is close
to Naples and so 40 minutes drive from the
airport. Nothing in Immokalee itself has the
computer connections, nor the lack of bugs.

Nevertheless the people there are very
friendly, country folk and not at all spoilt
by the usual South Florida tourism.

Its interesting to introduce the continentals
to Southern Fried cuisine, baby back ribs
and so on. Wait till we get them on the
breakfast game tomorrow...

In the mornings the cloudbase is about
2,500 feet, so OK for training but it would
be touch-and-go for a competition if it stays
this way. Big T-storms again this afternoon,
50 had to bale out the plane before second
flight. Still got an impromtu shower at
inverted point of 4-point roll on figure 1,
but at least it was a warm shower as the
temperature inside the aeroplane is certainly
well over 100 Fahrenheit in mid-afternoon.
The best feature of Immokalee is the
runways. They form two sides of a square,
like a L written upside down. The box is on
the North side of the E-W runway and the
apron is at the very southern end of the N-S
runway. As winds are light we have only a
very short taxy with the canopy closed, take
off straight into the box Northbound and
land Southbound again with a minimum
taxy time.

Anyway, we have a week to go here before
the contest starts in earnest, and so I'll pass
on any more news as it arrives.
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June 22nd

News from sunny Florida....

... itisn’t. Sunny that is. At least not
yesterday or today (Sunday). Go to
www.weather.com and type in Immokalee
in the ‘City’ field. This is what happens
when you take a World Championship to a
new location.

Oh well, just like Swansea really!

June 27th

Hi there everybody,

Today was arrival and Reg day in Lakeland,
so we are now all gathered. Four UK pilots
out of a total of 54 or thereabouts, from 11
countries. Of this total 3 or 4 are
‘independent’ Americans recruited to swell
the entry fee coffers and one ‘independent’
Russian - Chmal who won WAC in 1996 -
who used to be on Kasum'’s Team but
obviously does not see eye to eye with
Victor Smolin now that he runs things.

We drew lots for the Q Programme start
order, as follows: Nick, 13; Val, 28; Patrick
37; and me 41. So there is a strong chance
Patrick and | will not fly until Friday. After
the parading of the Teams and the speeches
we had a night airshow. First up were three
Harvards who did a formation show with
strobe lights and illuminated smoke. You
just wouldn't believe the number of exciting
barrel rolls (all to the left of course) and
wing-overs they were able to pack into an
action-filled 12 or 15 minute display. Next
up was a guy in a powered micro-light who
must have had about three times his own
body-weight of pyrotechnic devices stowed
aboard on take-off. He swooped around for

an eternity letting off innumerable fireworks.

Quite pretty really and pretty riveting until it
became clear the wing wasn't made with
anything as flammable as butyrate dope and
the climax was actually not going to be an
Icarus-like plunge amid burning wreckage.
Then we had a glider show with wingtip

pyros. First red, then yellow, then yellow
again and finally... you guessed it, yellow.
This could have been enlivened by a flick
roll or two, or perhaps a flat spin, but alas it
was not so to be. Lastly came a solo show
by the ‘Starlight’ Texan T6, or actually,
another Harvard. This started promisingly
with the theme music from ‘Close
Encounters’ as more and more candle-
power was set shining and flashing on the
belly of the plane. Then some pretty
colourful roman candle-type fireworks
started belching forth stars from the guts of
the beast, but the music unfortunately took
on a rather more militaristic feel with strains
about how great it was to be an American
because they are all free (except for the
stop lights of course) and really good at
beating up smaller countries and kicking ass
generally. Not really such a good sentiment
for an event with different countries coming
together in peace and harmony. But what
the hell, we had the thrill of another 12
minutes of left barrel rolls to delight us. |
guess the control column of a Harvard just
won't move to the right of centre (nor
forward of it for that matter, for they were
all display pilots - miaaooow). At least we
were spared the Indian - sorry, Native (or, at
least, earlier immigrant flux from a different
direction) American - dancing this year. |
guess there are none left in the Sunshine
(and thunderstorm) State.

The other really interesting news is about
the box, of course. Everyone who has ever
flown here knows that Florida, like most of
rural USA is divided into mile-square
‘sections’ and that all roads run due N-S or
E-W. So it is here, and there is a county
road that runs right through the centre of
the box in the E-W direction. There is also
a huge runway to the North of the box,
also set due E-W and there are minor roads
running N-S on the south side so that you
can always be certain of your heading. But
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there just had to be a snag, didn't there?
Because some of the area is pretty boggy,
and thus in order to ensure that all the box
markers could be set out and the corner
judges placed other than in dinghies, the
whole goddam square has been set at a
cunning 7-degree angle rotated anti-
clockwise when seen from above. so at
every stop of every roll, spin etc you just
have to remember to fudge in the 7-degrees
in the appropriate direction from the clear
parallel lines merging into the far distance.
So the strategic questions being asked are
whether the guys with the white sticks will
be able to tell you are using the section lines
and mark each figure out of 8.5, or whether
to be a smart-arse and fly always 7-degrees
off the obvious headings, hoping that it is
the right 7-degrees and not actually 14-
degrees off because your brain farted and
now you are being marked out of a
maximum of 7 for each figure. Answers
please, on the back of an envelope to: Philip
“Twicer” Knight, Contest Director, WAC 2003,
The Magic Kingdom, Florida, USA.

More when we have something to report.....

And, yes Don, | know that there are still a
few old colonials subscribing to this little
newsletter, and | also know that you will
realize that I'm just kidding. Well, maybe.

Note from Steve Todd - BAeA
Exploder Manager
Please note that, for the duration of WAC,
AC has complete exemption from all
normal operating decorum and can say it
exactly as he sees fit. Remember where he
is and what he has to endure. T's in the
90's, humidity through the roof and Charlie
bangers regularly leading him to question
the sanity of competing in FL in the middle
of summer. International subscribers - this is
our joker being played. Sorry!

Toddy

June 28th

Hi Folks,

WAC Q Programme finished this afternoon
just seconds before the rain started to fall, a
very great relief to the CD etc etc.

The most significant thing you can say
about this programme is that it was not
very discriminating. It was difficult to score
really well, because of the very complex
figures 2 and 3. But it was also unlikely to
really screw up very many people either.
The result is that the top pilot has less than
80% and the 44th pilot has more than 70%.
It was therefore a day when even one small
mistake cost a lot of places, even though
not necessarily a lot of points. For example,
my own flight was pleasingly sharp except
for one under-rotation on a 3/4 vertical
flick. Just 15 or 20 degrees off here was
enough to lose 10 - 15 places. A more
positive thought is that these scores will
now be dumped anyway, and the free
programmes tomorrow and Sunday should
provide a more valid test. Not to mention
the Unknowns, of course. Anyway, |
finished 39th, Nick 40th, Patrick 46th and
Val 47th. I'm really looking forward to
tomorrow.

There are a number of 6-figure sequences
for the frees, but still most have chosen 7
figures. As ever, we will see in due course
where the best strategy lies for this set of
judges. | suspect that it will not be a
conclusive result.

For Toddy and any others planning to come
visit Lakeland, be sure to use exit 25 from I-
4, the County Line Road turn off, not Exit
27 which is signposted for the airport but
gets you to the north side. Take County
Line Road south, over the railroad crossing
by the “Gentlemens’ Full Liquor Showgirls
Bar”, and on to Medulla Road where you
take a left at the light by the cemetery. A
mile or two further east you come to the
WAC site entrance.
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But then you probably know the way better
than | do, especially the bit about the bar.
Cheers to all

Alan

June 29th

Hello from Florida,

We started flying the free programmes this
morning, but the start was slow because of
a large CB cell nearby which was causing
some quite strong winds. The judging
position had to be moved 90 degrees from
the Q orientation, so a new set of box
references had to be memorised. By 7.30
pm when | left we had got through
approximately 30 flights, and flying will
continue until sunset at about 8.20. Steve
and Graham will be completely knackered
by then - they were looking pretty full-
baked at the judges’ 5.00pm break.

Nick, Patrick and myself all had steady
flights, but only Nick was able to do it all
inside the box. Anyway we are all sitting
between 71 and 76 percent with at the
moment a dozen or more pilots behind us -
there having been the usual smattering of
guys and girls who overstretched
themselves with short sequences that were
just a bit beyond them. Unfortunately, these
included Val who exited a big “N” in the
wrong direction and then started her spin
downwind, for two eggs and a break. But
there were others who did far worse...

The first unknown figures were all drawn
up yesterday and various sequences
submitted by different countries at this
mornings briefing. I'm pleased to say the
British proposal was selected by the Jury as
the best design, so that's what we will start
sometime tomorrow, weather permitting. If
you can see an image below, that’s the
task.

Well, bye for now. May have some more
news tomorrow.

June 30th

Hi there,

WAC today was troubled by weather
conditions. Overnight rain caused low
cloud during the morning. Flying started
about 2pm, but was interrupted mid-
afternoon by a big rain shower and then
eventually cut short by strengthening
crosswinds at about 7.15pm. As a result
there are still 3 pilots who have not flown
their free programme and there is a chance
that we will see cross-wind protests and
possible re-flights by one or two pilots.
Because of the wet conditions, | think there
is also a good chance of low cloud
tomorrow morning and even more delay.
We'll see. Consequence for the UK pilots is
really having no firm idea when the 1st
unknown will start. So we are trying to be
as ready as you can without any clear idea
about the likely box orientation or judging
position for our actual flights. Its a case of
think about it in many different ways and
then select the best plan when it all starts
for real.

There are obviously no definite rankings at
this stage either, so hard positional news
will have to wait a bit. Away from the flying
itself, there seems to be a pleasant lack of
politics, a pretty well run contest and lots of
camaraderie. So it is a good natured contest
to date.

I'll get more news to y'all when | can,

July 2nd

Hi there,

Yesterday we got roughly half way through
the first unknown, and with luck it will be
finished today once the low cloud clears.
We may even get to start on the second
one. There should be no real difficulty in
completing Programme 3 before the end of
Thursday, but there has to be a cut of 25%
of the field for this last programme. All 3 of
the UK male pilots will survive the cut, but
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unfortunately Val's free programme errors
could not be made up yesterday. The
organisers may allow the lower 25% to fly
after the rest if weather permits, but their
scores will not be included in the final
standings.

In Team terms, | think we are currently fifth
behind Russia, France the USA and
Lithuania. When you see the scores, you
will notice that | had a problem with the
Unknown. Maddeningly, | started to roll the
wrong way on the last roll element of the
last figure, having previously flown all the
more technical bits without any significant
errors. | guess | was just a little anxious to
finish and lapsed for a millisecond in
concentration. as soon as | started | knew it
was wrong, but the Giles rolls real fast and
45 degrees comes up very quickly!!
Gongggyag.

Regards to all, and thanks for your
support... (JP fill in the rest)

July 3rd

Hi All,

Since Sunday there has been low cloud
every morning that has prevented any
contest flying before 2pm. The same was
true today except it rose by about 1130
enough to fly the last 5 pilots of Prog 2
with a free break between 5 and 6. This
made the sequence much easier for them
but even so there was a zero in figure- 1 by
an American pilot and in the 8-point roll by
one of the French. Because of all these
weather delays, and the consequent fear
that the Programme- 3 would be started
and not finished, the CD and Jury decided
to reduce the field for the second unknown
further from 75% of the pilots to just 50%.
It looked for a while that this meant that
none of the UK guys would get a go at this
sequence, but then it became clear that the
“Independents” would not be included in
those making the cut so happily Nick Onn
was able to get a slot as the second on the

abbreviated flying list. He then had in fact
to fly first because the Russian girl who was
due to be #1 had gone back to the hotel
and missed her slot. The decision had
changed about this between the 0900
briefing and the 1200 implementation, so
she might reasonably be disappointed but
thats the way it goes sometimes. Nick then
turned in a very good flight as wind
dummy and was leading the Unknown after
the first 8 had flown it - we saw no scores
after those before close of play at about
6.30pm when low cloud again stopped
flying.

Tomorrow there are just 11 or so of these
unknowns to fly and then the contest will
be over. The second sequence is less
technical than the first, but we have still
seen nervous pilots make big mistakes -
like a spin that was 180 over, a tail-slide
that just went completely sideways and so
on. Although the complete scores are
obviously not yet in, it looks as though the
GBR mens’ team will be in 5th place after
the big three and Lithuania. So maybe that's
not so bad after all. And, of course, | have
once more won he coveted crown of
undisputed World Aerobatic Champion in
the 200 horsepower category - an event last
contested in 1998 in Trencin, Slovakia.
What a pity that this classification is not
recognised by the organizers... Toddy,
Kabes and Co arrived today, watched the
flying and then managed to blag their way
into the free booze and food party this
evening at Kermit Weeks Fantasy of Flight
establishment, so it looks like their stay is
off to a good start. So no second unknown
for Patrick, Val or myself but a free day
tomorrow to get a bit of shopping etc done
before returning at the weekend. Expect
final Classic results etc Friday morning (my
money is on a Russian) and the 4-minute
stuff maybe Saturday.

Bye all
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INFORMATION

Control restriction

During practice of an aerobatic sequence,
the crew of a Slingsby T-67 was carrying
out spin practices. A spin to the left and
recovery was completd satisfactorily, but
after the recovery from the spin to the right,
the pilot noted that he had to hold an
unusual pressure on the right rudder to
maintain the aircraft in balance.

It became apparent to the crew that a panel
had become dislodged in the left foot well
inside the cockpit, and was fouling the left
rudder pedal. It was not possible to
dislodge the panel in flight, so after a low
speed handling check the aircraft was
landed at the nearest civilian aerodrome.

CAA Comment

We like reporting occurrences which turn
out well, as in this case. However, this
particular incident brings out a point which
we have made inthe past. Pilots often
appear discouraged from landing at military
aerodromes, which invariably possess long
hard surfaced runways, perhaps because of
a fear that they may be inconvenienced or
maybe charged as a result. We remind
pilots that the MOD has agreed that
genuine diversions to military airfields will
not incur landing fees. What could be more
genuine than a control restriction?

Loose

A pilot has written to the New Zealand
CAA’s safety magazine ‘Vector’ detailing a
particularly unpleasant control restriction he
suffered during aerobatics in a Cessna 152.
He explains that he had carried out a
careful pre-flight check, removing any items
that might come loose during aerobatic
manoeuvres, including all loose pens and
pencils.

However, despite that check, a pen was
missed. During a roll off the top of a loop
(sometimes called an Immelman) he
discovered that he could not move the
control column 9hence the ailerons) back to
neutral. Eventually, by applying full rudder
against the roll, he managed to fly in a
fairly large circle above the area of his
home aerodrome.

He reports realising with horror that his
original estimate of over an hour’s fuel
remaining was totally incorrect. Because of
the flight imbalance, effectively only one of
the 2 tanks would be useable. He then
decided he had to return the ailerons to
neutral. Having ensured that he could reach

articles

the other control column in case he broke
the controls to the one he was using, he
steadily forced the wheel and the ailerons
to the neutral position, intending to control
his direction with rudder from that point.
However, a little more force produced a
‘bang’ and a sudden freeing of the ailerons
as the gui;ty pen came loose.

The pen was made of stainless steel, and
had apparently become lodged between the
chain and sprocket of the aileron drive in
the right hand control column during the
rolling manoeuvre.

The pilot continues his report by stating
that “Perhaps my pre-flight could have been
better as | did not see the pen in the
aircraft. If I had looked under the seats, it
might have been found”. he also
recommends that metal pens never be
taken into an aircraft which might be used
for aerobatics, and states that his own
training organisation has implemented that
rule, and also requires that any lost article
to be searched for, found and removed
before the next flight.
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The dangers of loose articles in an aircraft
which may find their way intro control runs
are obvious, and not only during aerobatics.
However, the problem is probably more
likely to emerge in aeroplanes used
routinely for training but only occasionally

for aerobatics, such as Cessna Aerobats.
Operators of these aircraft must ensure that
everyone who flies in them is aware of the
increased risk and learns to treat the aircraft
as if it is on an aerobatic flight every time.

Preservation news

EAA Sport Aviation recently reported that
the late Leo Loudenslager’'s World
Championship winning Stephens Akro Laser
200 is the first aeroplane to be hung in the
Smithsonian National Air and Space

Museum Steven B Udvar-Hazy Center at the
Washington Dulles International Airport.
Initial inmates of the new facilift include a
Bucer Jungmeister and the formerly Biggin
Hill based Arrow Sport G-AARO.

Féte Aérienne — La Ferté-Alais

The traditional meeting at the hilltop airfield
home of the Salis Collection over the
Whitsun weekend was the place to be for
fans of vintage, aerobatic and warbird flying.
Centre-piece of the show was the Salis
Collection Ju 52/3M, newly restored after a
14 year rebuild. The aircraft had been
obtained from the late Doug Arnold’s
Warbirds of Great Britain. It had made its
debut at the Oberschleissheim 100th
Anniversary of Powered Flight two weeks
earlier, and was scheduled to feature at the
Le Bourget Salon.

Among the UK contingent were the Tiger
Club Turb Trio, and Warbirds from Duxford
— Charly Brown with the Spitfire V, Stephen
Grey, Thunderbolt, and Nick Gray, Hellcat.
Perhaps surprisingly, only two Stampes were
present, one static, one flying in the
Champions du Monde segment. The latter
comprised Jungmeister (Salis, J), Stampe
(Moreau), Zlin 526AFS (Mathis — who
seemed more comfortable when flying
inverted), Akrostar (Salis, E), Pitts S-2B
(Chauveau) and CAP 232SX (Catherine
Maunoury — Saturday only).

Bucker Mania presented formations of
Jungmeisters and Jungmanns. There were

solo appearances by Catherine Maunoury
and “Mr Inverted” as well as the Salis
Collection Pitts S-1S and Dewoitine D26.
The latter was flown by Jean Salis’ brother-
in-law, George Perez, who hails from San
Francisco, CA, and was the only American
pilot participant.

Only two Skyraiders this year. The Salis
Collection example was flown by Bernard
Vuipillot in a Tora Tora Tora/Reno air Races
set piece with nine T-6 Texans.

Unusual formations are a speciality at La
Ferté. The Marine Corps Skyrader flew
alongside a Falcon 50MER, in a naval
Aviation group that was completed by a
Corsair and SuperEtendard. “Pink Lady”, the
B-17G of Fortresse Toujours Volante, joined
with the Duke of Brabant Air Force Mitchell,
Stephen Gray in the P-47 and a pair of Yaks
('3UM & '11). A Beech 18 flew in company
with a pair of diminuitive Columban Cri-
Cri's. The Lockhead 12 sponsored by Pegase
TV, in natural metal finish so highly
polished the eyes hurt was joined by a
Falcon 2000 bizjet demonsrator.
Commentary was by the inimitable Bernard
Chabbert, master of Franglais, and justifiably
proud owner of the Lockhead 12.

INFORMATION

Air Power '03

Austria’s biggest air show of the year was Red Bull formation teams participating were
held at the Zeltweg air base 27/28 June the well-known Czech team of four Zlin
2003. 50LX, and the perhaps less well known
The National formation aerobatic teams of (outside of Italy) Red Bull Eagles. This team
the European air forces were present in comprised five Sukhoi Su-29s flown mostly
strength including:- by former members of the Frecchi Tricolori.
Red Arrows — United Kingdom Their performance on the Saturday was
Patrulla Aguilla — Spain rudely interrupted when cloud built up and
Patrouille Suisse very rapidly enveloped the airfield, as a
Patrouille de France storm developed with much thunder and
Frecchi Tricolori and lightening and rainfall.

Turkish Stars The Red Bull Air race was presented as a
The event was the swansong of the SAAB world premiere. This featured six aerobatic
Draaken in Austrian Bundesheer service. A pilots from the FAI World Grand Prix roster:-
six ship formation provided by Graz airbase ~ Peter Besenyei — Extra 330XS (HUN)

flew several times, and there was a solo in Jurgis Kairys — Sukhoi 26 (LIT)

the shape of Zeltweg's example in national Klaus Schrodt — Extra 330XS (GER)
Rot/Weisse/Rot colour scheme. Paul Bonhomme - Sukhoi 31 (GBR)

Not to be left out of the action the Linz Steve Jones - Sukhoi 31 (GBR)

based SAAB 1050e unit also sent a six ship Alex McLean - Sukhoi 31 (ESP)

formation. This “air race” was not Reno-style, as only
Salzburg-based Red Bull was a major one pilot at a time flew the course. The
sponsor of the event and provided a number  format is probably as close to equestrian

of aircraft from its own fleet and from the show jumping as anything. Five ‘gates’ were
impressive number of others that they erected on the airfield through which the
currently sponsor. pilots had to thread their aircraft in knife

| doubt that a Sea Vixen has previously edge. Each pilot flew the course twice each
visited Austria. The mountainous terrain of day. Jurgis Karys emerged as clear winner,
Zeltweg's backdrop is very different to its with Peter Besenyei second and Paul

home of Bournemouth. Bonhomme third.

Fred and his wife Edna went to the state fair every year and every year Fred would say, “Edna,
I'd like to ride in that there airplane.” And every year Edna would say, “I know Fred, but that
airplane ride costs ten dollars, and ten dollars is ten dollars.”

One year Fred and Edna went to the fair and Fred said, “Edna, I'm 71 years old. If | don't ride
that airplane this year | may never get another chance.”

Edna replied, “Fred that there airplane ride costs ten dollars, and ten dollars is ten dollars.” The
pilot overheard them and said, “Folks, I'll make you a deal. I'll take you both up for a ride. If you
can stay quiet for the entire ride and not say one word, | won’t charge you, but if you say one
word it’s ten dollars.” Fred and Edna agreed and up they go.

The pilot does all kinds of twists and turns, rolls and dives, but not a word is heard. He does all
his tricks over again, but still not a word. They land and the pilot turns to Fred, “By golly, | did
everything | could think of to get you to yell out, but you didn’t.” Fred replied, “Well, | was going
to say something when Edna fell out, but