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You can do more and stay there longer in a....

Pitts S-2C

That's due partly to Hartzell's new CLAW propeller, standard
issue with an S-2C.

Roll rate has increased to 300+ degrees per second with the S-2C's aerodynamically balanced, constant speed
ailerons. That means roll rate is the same at 100mph as it is at 200mph.

Maximum stick pressure at full aileron deflection is a mere 15 Ibs
and that balances with full pitch input (at 4 Gs), giving the stick a
“squared force” feel. Stick centering is world class.

0ld fashioned, high drag, ugly spades are out, improving
response as well as aesthetics.

A cleaner airframe, coupled with a redesigned sleeker canopy, improved landing gear and reconfigured wing tips
provides a

10 to 15 mph increase in cruise speed over the old S-2B.
For details contact:

AVIAT AIRCRAFT (UK) LTD
+44 (0)1952 770428 or +44 (0)7768 333030
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Editors Spot

| hope readers were impressed with the range and
variety of contributions in issue 162, the Novem-
ber 2004 Aerobatics News Review. It is worth re-
flecting that as an air sport membership
association the life-blood of our bi-monthly jour-
nal is the voluntarily given fruits if the literary tal-
ents of yourselves, the members.

Because, inevitably, by the nature of the competi-
tion calendar the planned bi-monthly timetable is
not easily achievable, there will be peaks and
troughs. The domestic and international calen-
dars have expanded very significantly. 2005 will
maintain that trend, particularly as this is the
Centenary of the inauguration of the Federation
Aeronautique Aerienne (FAI).

Events kicked off with the FAI World Grand Prix
at Al Ain, UAE (results appear in this issue.) We
can look forward to a very busy programme both
at home and abroad. To cover these events well in
the ANR we need, you, the members to pitch in
and provide material. Without the input of the
people whose hames you see when reviewing past
copies of the ANR, there would be no journal -
our lasting documentary record of often momen-
tous events.

We need to raise the profile of competition aero-
batics in the mainstream aviation press, where
such achievements as the Unlimited teams Euro-
pean Championship Bronze did not get the recog-
nition it deserved. Maybe there is a journalistic
career beckoning out there for some of our writ-
ers?

One feature we would like to re-introduce to the
ANR is the publication of Aresti diagram's of
freestyle sequences. Probably this will be limited
to the winners of significant programmes, e.g.
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Nationals and FAI championships, due
to the space constraints.

Finally, the customary appeal for care
and vigilance to ensure the continued
safe conduct of aerobatic flight in all
modes - training, recreation, competition
and air show. At home in 2004 we had a
safe year, but we sadly lost two col-
leagues who had been associated with
BAeA competitions in the past. lan
Groom, who flew BIPO in the 80's, and
accompanied the British team to Euro-
batics in 1987, was killed when his Su-
khoi 26 crashed during practice for an
air show in Florida. Laurent Barthes,
who appeared as a guest at the 1996 Un-
limited Nationals at Sywell, was killed
whilst ferrying a Sukhoi 29. He was, ap-

End of an Era
Edited by Tony Lloyd

The Tiger Club has ended a 40 year rela-
tionship with the Stampe that com-
menced with the importation of the
'Leon Biancotto' G-AROZ.

SV4B G-AWEF has left the club, but will
continue to live at Headcorn. The re-
placement will be a CAP 10C, which is
presently being worked on at the Bernay
workshop. Thiswill be G-CDCE and isa
c/n 039 completely re-worked and given
the new 'C' wing. It will be decked out in
the traditional Tiger Club colours -yel-
low with red star bursts.

Bill Merry is keenly promoting BAeA
competitions to Tiger Club pilots.

Meanwhile, not a million miles away, at
Shoreham Southern Flying Centre they
are operating a Super Decathlon. Ex-
competitors Roger Graham and David

parently, carrying out a precautionary
landing in a maize field when the aircraft
struck overhead power cables.

Post Script

Tony Lloyd has taken early retirement
from Birmingham City Council, and is
no longer contactable by e-mail. His
phone number 0121 554 2117; his ad-
dress is on the Committee pages of this
publication. All items for the ANR
should be sent to Jen Buckenham
jen@myrmidon.freeserve.co.uk, with a
courtesy copy by snail mail to Tony.

Tony has been editing the ANR since for
ever, during which time it has undergone
many changes. Long may it continue.

Cooke, in association with Mark Johns
are providing competition aerobatic
coaching on this aeroplane; we look for-
ward to seeing new competitors from
this source too.

Coincidently, on the Stampe CAP theme,
along the coast at Bournemouth (Hurn)
the Meridian Aviation Group have taken
on the Stampe SV4B G-AYWT and CAP
10B G-WIXI (past mounts of Brian Le-
comber and John Wicks respectively.)

Based on reports in the Tiger Rag, Air
Britain News and PILOT.
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Dan Smith Trophy. 2nd and 3rd April 2005.

By Debbie Bilham

Saturday.

With the Dan Smith competition now in
its ninth year, there are some traditions
which are beginning to establish them-
selves. Firstly, that of the briefing being
held half an hour later than published.
This follows a relaxing and excellent
breakfast courtesy of the Billington fam-
ily who have held the catering franchise
at Dunstable for around 14 years now,
apart from a short break during the nine-
ties.

And then there's the question of deciding
what to wear. While on the judging line,
it is possible to get windswept, wet, cold
and sunburnt all on the same day. | usu-
ally refer to the standard advice given on
suitable clothing to take for a visit to the
Mynd: "'Bring your thermal undies, win-
ter woollies, hat, ozie suit, gloves, sun
cream, boots, and in the summer, bring
your shorts too -just in case it gets warm!
I was relieved when it was announced
that the judging line would be positioned
on the airfield rather than in the public
area on top of the Dunstable Downs.
Last year car parking was difficult and
the activity up there (kite flying, ball
games etc. ) was rather distracting.
Another Dan Smith tradition was duti-
fully observed; by the start of briefing,
Guy Westgate still hadn't signed in.
There are 17 competitors and Competi-
tion Director, Ray Stoward, hopes to fly
two programmes today, one known and

one unknown. With only two K21s
available this could be an optimistic tar-
get.

There were 3 judges, each to be assisted
by a qualified judge.

There are rule changes this year regard-
ing zero scores for errors. If an "off
heading" error is between 45° and 90° it
gets a soft zero. If it is greater than 90°,
it gets a hard zero.

The weather forecast was hopeful for to-
day but set to deteriorate tomorrow as a
front approaches from the west. The
wind was easterly but a north south box,
which everybody is familiar with and is
less likely to lead to airspace problems,
was chosen

The first launch was at 10-45am in a
clear sky; ideal conditions apart from the
slightly downwind launch and the cross-
wind, the extent of which became appar-
ent as the glider / tug combination
crabbed its way along the box for the
1000" "*calibration™ run.

Paul Conran, Guy Westgate Patrick
Geer and Jamie Allen
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Dan Smith Unknown
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Ben Ellis spotted a flight of about 150
lapwings on the airfield, more of a prob-
lem at Gatwick than at Dunstable. A
pheasant could he heard crying on the-
Downs but the real proof that spring had
arrived came with the first sighting of
Chief Judge Dick Happs' summer hat.

The first glider was a clear 30° off axis
heading into the box however it would
be a bit mean to penalise him since he
was still on tow.

Today is Chris Cain's birthday, an event
marked by his identification on the judg-
ing sheet as "'Birthday Boy" and a Magic
Roundabout ""Dougal’* birthday cake. |
suspect that the large cuddly toy, which
appeared in the clubhouse, might be as-
sociated with the birthday as Chris could
not be enticed into the bunny outfit
again.

The pilots seemed to be having some dif-
ficulty with the conditions in that we

seemed to be handing out an unusually
high number of "low" penalties for a se-
quence which in calm conditions would
be completed with height in hand. A
combination of the crosswind and the
deceptive sink due to the wind coming
off the Downs might have something to
do with this.

At one point Dick tried to call Ray, who
was standing about 150 yards away, on
the radio. He didn't reply so we all called
out in unison, thus proving that the tra-
ditional methods are the best.

At 5-15pm a decision was taken to aban-
don the competition in, what to the lay-
men must have appeared to be ideal
conditions, a near cloudless sky. Low
sun and haze resulted in poor contrast
between the gliders and the sky making it
extremely difficult to judge the figures.
Since there was no possibility of getting
in the 9 remaining flights and finishing
the competition within the day, Ray de-
cided to call a halt. Half an hour later
Guy and Colin Short flew and the hazy
muck had been replaced by clear air.

Saturday evening saw the competition
dinner. The lamb shank with red wine
sauce proved a challenge to the most rav-
enous appetites, except of course, Guy
Westgate's. The other choice was a
chicken breast with a slightly spicy white
sauce and a selection of vegetables; all
very good as were the vegetarian dishes.

Sunday.

At morning briefing there was 8/8 cover
at 2-3000" with wispy bits below that.
The wind was now southerly. At about
11am Nicky Mills and Graham Saw
took a K21 flight and reported that it
was OK to fly so the first launch took
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place at around midday. The absence of  present the prizes.
the crosswind made life easier for the pi-

lots however it was still windy at height. | e top four places were all taken by un-

. limited pilots, Guy Westgate being the
The 9 flights were soon completed and  o\era1| winner with a score of 76.079%.
the prize-giving took place in the club The Dan Smith trophy for the highest

restaurant at 3 p.m. In the me_antime !3ri- scoring sports pilot was won by Patrick
an Lecomber, the celebrated display pilot Greer, in 5th place overall, with a score
and author, with 3 novels and more than ¢ =7 10504

1,800 displays -a world record - to his

credit, had wandered in for a cup of tea  After the prize giving, the important
completely unaware that a competition event took place; Chris's birthday cake
was taking place. He kindly agreed to was cut.

Dan Smith Trophy Sports level

.
§ Pilot Type Known Unknown  All Grps Olall %
(@]

1 Guy Westgate (U) K-21 1399.8 1407.5 2807.3 76.079

2 Paul Conran (U) K-21 1178.4 1382.9 2561.3 69.411

3 Jamie Allen (U) K-21 1247.7 1286.9 2534.6 68.689

4 Chris Cain (U) K-21 1125.6 1359.2 2484.9 67.340

5 Patrick Greer (S)2 K-21 1239.0 1237.2 2476.2 67.105

6 Andy CunninghamU) K-21 1156.4 1287.1 2443.5 66.220

7 Mike Newbound (S) K-21 1179.9 1140.3 2320.1 62.876

8 Mike Woollard (1) K-21 1106.7 1211.0 2317.7 62.809

9 Martyn Pike (S) K-21 1126.0 1126.1 2252.1 61.033

10 Mark Erlund (S) K-21 986.9 1170.3 2157.2 58.462

11 Ed Lockhart (S) K-21 993.7 1135.8 2129.5 57.709

12 Brian Griffin (S) K-21 1032.4 1027.2 2059.6 55.816

13 Nick Buckenham(l) K-21 1152.7 794.4 1947.2 52.769

14 lan Gallacher (S) K-21 1040.2 851.3 1891.4 51.259

15 Tim Brook (S) K-21 767.8 726.0 1493.8 40.482

16 George Rizk (S) K-21 909.9 531.6 1441.5 39.065

17 Brendan O'B (1) K-21 13335 - 13335 36.139

a. As the highest placed Sports pilot Patrick Greer wins the Dan Smith
Memorial Trophy
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The Icicle, 9th April

Intermediate Unknown Advanced Unknown
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Intermediate level results

% Pilot Type Reg’n Unknown #1 Olall %

(@]
1 Corinne Dennis Pitts S-1S G-BOXH 1104.9 62.779
2 Colwyn Darlow DR-107 G-IDII 1078.9 61.301
3 Simon Abbott Extra-300 G-SllI 994.0 56.479
4 Mark Davies Pitts S-2A G-BTUL 978.9 55.620
5 Richard Buchan Pitts S-1D G-OO0DI 574.4 32.638
6 Neil Bigrigg Pitts S-2A G-BTUL 528.6 30.035



National Reports

Advanced level: The Icicle Open Trophy

.
§ Pilot Type Reg’n Unknown #1 OJ/all%
(@]
1 Gerald Cooper CAP-232 G-SKEW 2296.1 72.892
2 Tom Cassells CAP-232 F-GOTC 2077.6 65.955
3 Ron Allan Pitts S-2B G-Il 1447.6 45.957
4 Eddie Goggins Extra-200 N-22JW 1202.6 38.177
5 Tony Maxwell Pitts S-2B G-Il 1129.0 35.842
6 Gary Ferriman Extra-300L  G-FllI 1034.4 32.838
7 Rob Howarth Extra-300 G-Slil 847.4 26.901
8 Cas Smith Pitts S-2B G-ICAS 64.9 2.061
The Icicle Surprise

% Pilot type Reg'n Unknown #1 OJall %

(@]
1 Adv  Gerald Cooper CAP-232 G-SKEW 2296.1 72.892
2 Adv  Tom Cassells CAP-232 F-GOTC 2077.6 65.955
3 Int Corinne Dennis Pitts S-1S G-BOXH 1104.9 62.779
4 Int Colwyn Darlow DR-107 G-IDlI 1078.9 61.301
5 Int Simon Abbott Extra-300 G-Slil 994.0 56.479
6 Int Mark Davies Pitts S-2A G-BTUL 978.9 55.620
7 Adv  Ron Allan Pitts S-2B G- 1447.6 45.957
8 Adv  Eddie Goggins Extra-200 N-22JW 1202.6 38.177
9 Adv  Tony Maxwell Pitts S-2B G-l 1129.0 35.842
10 Adv  Gary Ferriman Extra-300L G-Flll 1034.4 32.838
11 Int Richard Buchan Pitts S-1D G-OO0DI 574.4 32.638
12 Int Neil Bigrigg Pitts S-2A G-BTUL 528.6 30.035
13 Adv  Rob Howarth Extra-300 G-Slil 847.4 26.901
14 Adv  Cas Smith Pitts S-2B G-ICAS 64.9 2.061

The Icicle via Sherburn marginal improvement in the intervening

time. Each morning | rose early in the
hope of making the short flight to posi-
The Icicle began for me three days before  tion the Pitts before the crosswind

By Corinne Dennis.

the competition. The five day forecast strength increased. No chance. Each
was already giving frightening cross- evening the same — and indeed it did sub-
winds for Saturday, with only the odd side to a beautiful calm evening on
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Thursday, but by the time the hail storm,
thunder and lightening cleared Sherburn,
the airfield was closed at Sandtoft.
Monsoon conditions on Friday, minus
the warmth; nothing for it but to spend
the afternoon chilling out for some seri-
ous pre-contest relaxation.

So that left a very early start on Saturday
morning, and a very swift trip to Sand-
toft with a hoofing tail wind, positioning
me overhead well before 08.00. Stooge-
ing about a bit to wait for a response on
the radio, | opted to remain airborne un-
til I knew there was someone present on
the field to drive the fire truck should it
be required.©

In the event it wasn’t needed, but the
timing turned out to be a good choice:
half an hour later the crosswind had
doubled and my bravery would have
vanished.

Having drawn second flight up, | found
myself very pushed to learn and prepare
the sequence. Some last minute guidance
and calming influence from Gerald, and
it was time to strap in. | nearly didn’t
make it into the air, as | had failed to ap-
preciate the strength of the crosswind on
take off, and had to pluck the little Pitts
off the ground to avoid an unplanned

exit of the runway at Hold Al.

For the first time in a competition | flew
a box flight, the whole of which was tak-
en up with trying to locate the judges,
and all thoughts of identifying orienta-
tion landmarks a forgotten memory.
However, hours of Gerald’s patient
training did then kick in, whilst | spent
ten minutes of happy airborne life doing
the sport | now (rather sadly) live for.

Wing rocks completed my only thoughts
were of getting back on the ground in
one piece; and to that end | flew straight
back to Sherburn and a nice friendly
into-wind grass runway.

Lingering a while for the arrival of Mark
Davies, another Pitts pilot with a strong
sense of self preservation, we sped back
to Sandtoft the slow way, to arrive just

as the last flight was landing.

It seemed a shame to have missed all the
fun of the fair, but the Surprise part of
the my first Icicle was to find that every-
one else had had an even harder time
than 1, and so with a huge silly grin on
my face | was presented with my very
first Gold Medal.

Many thanks to all those who braved the
icy Yorkshire cold whilst we wafted
about over their heads.

The John McLean Trophy, 22-23 April

By Ben Ellis

Once again, the BAeA circus came to
what is becoming a firm favourite in our
calendar, Breighton. The airfield itself
has seen some major improvements over
the past couple of years, with a big ex-
tension to the runway and now an as-
phalt drive leading from a dedicated

entrance gate.

Proceedings kicked off on Friday with

the Beginners' event; 5 pilots put them-
selves up for the new 5-figure sequence.
This includes a figure not in the current
power catalogue, a version of the quarter
clover. The criteria for this figure caught
a number of people out; basically it is a



half loop followed by a half barrell roll,
flown to finish precicely 90 deg from the
original heading and it is designed to be
a co-ordination exercise.

John Teesdale asked to go last as he had
a problem with the exhaust system on his

National Reports

Skybolt. Very generously, a fellow com-
petitor, Paul O'Donnell, carried out
some welding on this, using borrowed
kit, in the spirit of comradeship which is
so sadly lacking from professional sport
these days.

Beginner level results

X -
S Pilot Type
@
1 John Teesdale Skybolt
2 Geoff Hill T-67M
3 lan Smith Eagle
4 Costas Lambropoulo CAP-10B
5 Paul O'Donnell Extra-200

lan Smith drew #1 and entered the box
exactly on time, facing a stiff easterly
wind. The judges were grateful for the
shelter from the hangars; Breighton man-
agement had kindly agreed for the box to
be placed to the north of the grass run-
way, just for this part of the event.

John Teesdale managed to edge out in
front of Geoff Hill and lan Smith, with
Costas Lambropoulo and Paul O'Don-
nell a little way behind. An awards cere-
mony took place in the sunshine outside
the clubhouse, as aircraft started to

Reg'n Known O/all%
G-RODC 501.6 67.778
G-BNSO 482.2 65.158
G-EGUL 465.5 62.902
G-GTDU 414.6 56.023
N-22JW 363.9 49.178

arrive for the following day’s activities.

Saturday's briefing shortly after 0800 in-
cluded the dishing out of a couple of spe-
cial awards. Our host at Breighton, Brian
Brown, was awarded the Chipmunk
Trophy, for his services to our cause.
Tom Cassells was presented with the Len
Perry Trophy, this year a magnificent sil-
ver urn, suitably inscribed.

Then we waited. Despite the sunshine,
some low cloud at less than 1,400° start-
ed blowing across the airfield, precluding
an immediate start.

Standard level results

E Pilot Type Reg’'n Known Unknown % G:)ISI
1 David Cowden Pitts S-2C G-IICI 1034.4 832.2 78.104 1866.7
2 David Jenkins Laser Z200 G-LAZA 948.7 844.7 75.036 1793.4
3 Luke Goddard Pitts S-2A G-STUA 978.0 798.7 74.341 1776.7
4 Paul Tomlinson Pitts S-1C G-BXUA 933.0 804.2 72.685 1737.2
5 Peter Rounce Pitts S-2A G-STUA 883.9 808.5 70.812 1692.4
6 lan Smith Eagle G-EGUL 838.2 831.9 69.876 1670.0



National Reports

Standard level results

g Pilot Type Reg’n Known Unknown % Gr':\)lsl
7 Mark Stewart Extra-200 G-MRKI 883.1 7745 69.356 1657.6
8 Simon Janvrin Pitts S-2A G-THI 885.0 763.7 68.981 1648.6
9 Martin Hill Pitts S-1A G-CCTF 934.1 691.9 68.033 1626.0
10  John Wicks CAP-10C G-CPXC 951.3 666.2 67.679 1617.5
HC Richard Loukota Pitts S-2B G-ICAS 889.8 700.1 66.523 1589.9
11 Andrew Holman- ak-50 G-YKSO 862.3 686.7 64.813 1549.0
West
HC Harry Mason Pitts S-2B G-ICAS 653.2 811.1 61.272 1464.4
12 Michael Burton T-67TM G-BNSO 726.9 717.4 60.429 1444.3
13  John Teesdale Skybolt G-RODC 707.6 645.7 56.624 1353.3
14  Graham Huffen  Pitts S-2A G-CCTF 672.6 630.9 54537 1303.4
15  Wendy Brownbill Robin-2160 G-SACK 559.8 666.9 51.323 1226.6
16 David Shutter Pitts S-1D G-LOOP 607.3 533.1 47.714 1140.4
17  Paul O'Donnell Extra-200 N-22JW 343.7 761.3 46.233 1105.0

The easterly wind was even stronger
than the Friday, requiring a box orienta-
tion which precluded our traditional
judging position. Added to the wind,
haze meant that there was little or no ho-
rizon references for the pilots. An alter-
nate judging position had been found,
which required a 5-mile drive round the
local villages, but proved up to the job.
Unfortunately, though, it did mean the
judges had to face the sun all day. Flying
finally commenced at 1100 as the re-
maining cloud lifted and separated. 19
pilots flew off the Known sequence,
neatly finishing in time for the judges to
return for a warming cup of tea and to
respond to calls of nature. Round 2, the
Unknown, caught few people out, al-
though one pilot gave some

10

John McLean Trophy Unknown

entertainment to the judges. The last fig-



ure of the Known was a 'B" axis 2 point
roll; the Unknown finished similarly but
with a plain roll. Yes, one hapless person
did fly the 2-pointer in the 2nd round!

Some wisps of cloud thickened occasion-
ally to obscure the view of one or 2 fig-
ures and spoil one or two pilots’
afternoon but largely severe blue was the
order of the day.

Tom Cassells provided just the right in-
put at the right times to keep the show
moving forward, Corrine Dennis not
only provided the expertise to bash all
the data but also a stand-by printer when
the Association's machine went "up the
pictures', Brian Brown gave everyone a
terrific service and the team behind the

Big crack with the Irish.
John Teesdale, G-RODC

Yes | know, it's spelt “craic’. But this
crack was a big crack in my Skybolt's ex-
haust that | discovered on landing at
Breighton and | thought it was going to
put me out of the contest. Fortunately, |
had parked next to Eddie Goggins and
Paul O'Donnell who were over from Ire-
land in the Extra and they noticed my
bottom lip dragging along the floor.
“Let's see if they've any gas bottles here”
said Paul. “Oi used to be a plumber, you
know!”’. Half an hour later, just before
the briefing, it was ready to nail back on.
Corinne generously agreed to let me fly
last and we were back in business.

The result seems to have come down to
interpretation of the Quarter Clover fig-
ure. My coach, TC (you know, the Soft
and Fluffy One) had put me right during
the early stages, when I had, wrongly,

been flying a 3/4 loop, then a 1/4 roll in
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bar kept everyone watered and fed. Steve
Green and his "Full House' of judging
line-up gave meaning to everyone's
flights.

Flying finished around 1630 and the fi-
nal awards were made and thanks given
to those above, once more in the after-
noon sun, before the usual scramble to
depart.

One final footnote...

One competitor, though Hors de Con-
cours, celebrated his birthday by taking
part in the competition. Not so remarka-
ble, except that this birthday was his
85th!!! Congratulations, Harry Mason,
and thanks for the cake!

the vertical, followed by a pull-out on
the Y axis. (You've been practising mis-
takes!!!) The correct figure is more of a
half loop followed by a half barrel roll
with coordinated pitch and roll. Any-
way, the judges liked it, | got a gong, the
bottom lip retracted, and a big silly grin
spread over me for several days.

I have to say the whole experience,
which had been daunting beforehand,
was made immensely pleasurable by eve-
ryone | met. | was quite overcome by the
help and encouragement | received from
the CD, the judges, and other more expe-
rienced pilots. Thank you all for making
me feel so welcome. Special thanks to
Paul O'Donnell for welding and Brian
Brown for use of workshop. Oh, and TC
for his patient critique during practice!!

Winning the Trophy
By David Cowden
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For inspirational purposes, | thought |
would look
through some of
the back issues of
the ANR to read
what previous com-
petition winners
had written about
their achievements,
and was amazed at
their literary skills.
From the wonderful verbal Turneresque
descriptions of the day-breaks on the day
of competition; the details of what they
had had for breakfast, through to meta-
physical questions involving rowing
boats in quick-sands and the observation
that the meaning of life was not 43, but
a series of interchangeable boxes!

Alas, none of this really helped, apart
from the warning from one writer not to
say, 'flew twice and won'! No, the mem-
ory that sticks in my mind was having a
very civilised glass of champagne (after
the competition) and a piece of birthday
cake with Harry Mason and his Wife, to
celebrate Harry's eighty-something
birthday! As Tom said, during his wash-
up on the day, “if we are still flying when
we get to Harry's age and with the same
enthusiasm that he has...we wont be do-
ing half bad”. Amen to that; for with
yours truly edging into his 64th year,
you've no idea how reassuring and up-
lifting | find that kind of comment! | bet
Harry gets a real kick out of watching
the surprised expression on the faces of
new acquaintances when they ask him
(usually with that raised - does he take
sugar, kind of voice) what do you do to
occupy your time Harry? “Oh”, | can
hear him saying, “I just like to warm up

12

with a 6g pull-through in a split-S....and
really love pointing straight towards the
ground approaching 180mph!! Like to
do a little spinning on Saturdays, and am
not averse to sneaking in a half flick to
the inverted when Cas isn't expecting it
(yes in an aeroplane, you fat jerk!). But
other than that ...I just walk the dog™! I
salute you Harry, and look forward to
seeing you at many more competitions in
the future.

For me, winning the gold medal at
Breighton was a nice way to draw a line
under flying at standard level. Now its
time to start trying to mix it with the hot-
shot chaps and chapesses at intermedi-
ate. By the time this comes to press, |
(hopefully) will have competed at Elving-
ton at intermediate and will be delighted
if | come in a very strong 15th or some-
thing! So, I look forward to writing an-
other winners report in about five years
time on account of being a slow learner!

Thanks to everyone at Breighton for an
excellent weekend. The John McLean
Trophy has part of John Gillespie Ma-
gee's lovely poem inscribed on it, and
which sums up why | think we fly the
way we do. “Oh, | have slipped the surly
bonds of earth and danced the skies on
laughter-silvered wings. Sunward I've
climbed and joined the tumbling mirth of
sun-split clouds, and done a hundred
things you have not dreamed

of....... etc"".
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The Diana Britten
Aerobatic Awards

Diana Britten invites keen women pilots, interested in competition aerobatics,
to apply for the 2005 Aerobatic Scholarship.

THE SCHOLARSHIP  The winner will be awarded a 10 hour course of dual
competition aerobatic instruction with a top-ranking
aerobatic pilot, plus one year’s free membership of
the British Aerobatic Association.

Open to any British woman pilot wishing to enter
national aerobatic competitions.

Applicants must hold a current PPL and Class 2
medical. There is no minimum hours requirement; the
maximum is 350 hours P1/P2.

Up to 10 hours of aerobatic experience is allowed, but

no competitions.

THE GRADUATE The Diana Britten Graduate Trophy is a cup awarded to

AWARD & TropPHY the British woman pilot gaining the highest average
percentage of total scores over three separate BAeA
2005 aerobatic competitions from Beginner to
Intermediate. The Award also includes ten hours of
aerobatic training in your own aircraft, tailored to
individual requirements. All relevant results will be
counted, and no entry form is needed.

Scholarship finalists will be notified by July 1st, and will meet an informal
selection panel during July at Headcorn, Kent. If the weather is good, they
will be invited to have an evaluation flight in the Tiger Club’s new CAP 10.

The Graduate Trophy will be presented at the BAeA AGM in January 2006.
Entry forms from: Diana Britten Aerobatic Awards

PO Box 8

Chobham, Woking

Surrey GU24 8YE

Or download the form from: dianabritten.com

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES - JUNE 10th 2005

Best wishes and good luck!

Diana Britten

13



National Reports

Report of the 30th AGM of the British Aerobatic

Association

The 30th AGM was held on Saturday
8th January 2005 at the Aviator Hotel,
Sywell, Northamptonshire. Amongst
those attending were: Ben Ellis, Nick
Buckenham, Jen Buckenham, Eric
Marsh, Mark Walden, Alan Cassidy,
Martin Sandford, Dave Cowden, Steve
Green, Andy Cunningham, Charles
Kirk, Graham Hill, John Paulson, Dave
Kaberry, Steve Todd, Richard Buchan,
Bernie Raftery, David Jenkins, Ray Sto-
ward, Barry Tempest, Corinne Dennis,
Clive Butler, Gerald CJ Cooper, Alex
Smith, Tommy Knight, Ed Harding, Si-
mon Abbott, Brian Hardcastle, John
Askew, Dick Happs, Judi Jones, Nigel
Arthur, Mark Davies, Gary Ferriman,
Nikki Mills, Graham Saw, James Alli-
son, Julian Murfitt, lan Trask, Julie
Wood, lan Scott, John Wicks, Chris
Cain, Cindy Copsey and Phil Atley.
Apologies were received from: Aidan
Grimley, Cas Smith, Steve Carver, Brian
McCartney, Anne Sandford, Mark Jef-
feries, Kester Scrope, Peter Rounce, Tom
Cassells, Nick Wakefield, Tony Lloyd
and Simon O'Neill.

There were no matters arising from the
minutes of the 29th AGM (17th January
2004) and the report was approved by
the members present.

Chairman's Report

Once again, I'm happy to report another
successful year. We organise competi-
tions at all levels, both Power and Glider,
at 14 venues, making for another busy
season. Only one competition Trophy
wasn't awarded; despite the best efforts
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of Compton Abbas, thus the Air Squad-
ron Trophy was 'rested’ for a year.
Hopefully the move to June this year will
catch the weather gremlins by surprise.
Talking of trophies, somewhat sadly, it
seems that no-one has flown in a compe-
tition in a Cessna, so once again this
points trophy was not awarded.

There is a downside, however. Last year,
we continued to make a loss which was
funded from our reserves. We now feel
that this is no longer acceptable and have
taken steps to ensure that our budget for
2005 breaks even. There will be an op-
portunity to discuss this under item 8 on
the agenda.

Out in the World...

As reported last year, once again we
were represented abroad by 3 teams, Un-
limited and Advanced Power and Unlim-
ited Glider. You'll have all read of their
exploits in the ANR and on our web site.
I must record once again the magnificent
achievement of our Unlimited Power
team and their veritable triumph with a
team Bronze Medal. | must also mention
a particularly impressive Captain’'s in-
nings by Tom Cassells, who came 13th
overall. The team was only beaten by the
Russians and the French, both state
sponsored teams.

On the ground...

Our competitions can't run without the
considerable back-room effort from our
volunteers, both judges, scorers assist-
ants and of course the support we get
from our host airfields. If I'm going to



name one person who has contributed
more than most to this effort, it's Jen
Buckenham, who, despite not even living
in Great Britain at the moment, acts as
Membership Secretary, aide-memoir for
Contest Directors, supplier of all essen-
tial information for registrars and last
year she managed to attend a few compe-
titions in person, just to set us back on
the path again!

Behind the scenes...

Nick Buckenham continues to work
wonders with our Web site. There are in
the region of 3.6 million hit's a year. It's
not only easy to use, but most essentially,
it's bang up to date. I've been reading re-
cently about the woes in the American
Aerobatic body, the so-called Interna-
tional Aerobatic Club. They are com-
plaining amongst themselves about a
lack of communication and how their
web site is out-of-date and how the info
in their magazine is 3 months behind and
no-one tells them anything. They claim a
membership of 6,000 against our 200 or
s0, but don't seem to find the talent
we're so lucky to have to make these
things run. Perhaps small is beautiful on
this occasion. We also have an e-mail Ex-
ploder which can be a source of informa-
tion, or trite entertainment, if you're so
inclined; a welcome relief from the daily
grind for some. My thanks to Steve
Todd, for continuing to look after this,
and for moderating our excesses from
time to time.

We continue to subscribe to the Royal
Aero Club and to the General Aviation
Safety Council. Both of these bodies are
expending considerable energies and our
money in ensuring that the increasing
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burden of aviation legislation is couched
in terms that will allow us to continue to
enjoy our chosen sport. | attend meetings
of these bodies to try and put forward
our point of view. Other Association
members also put in their four penn’th,
thanks Barry!

The year ahead...

We've another full season planned. Once
again we went public on the web ahead
of the booklet but personally I'm glad we
still have the paper version as it's so
handy to have on the shelf or at a com-
petition as a ready reference.

We've the Power Unlimited World
Championships to look forward to in
Burgos and the Glider Worlds in Russia;
the latter a rather daunting prospect, |
fear. There's also the Advanced Europe-
ans, somewhere in the Czech Republic, a
rather more attractive venue. We wish all
our teams the very best and eagerly await
reports of their exploits.

Thanks,

To everyone on the committee and the
officers of the association who work so
hard on your behalf.

Thanks,

To everyone who worked on the ground
at our competitions, judging, assisting,
running, scoring and taking video.
Thanks,

Most especially to the pilots who flew in
our competitions.

Financial report.

Martin Sandford presented the financial
report, in Anne's absence. The accounts
had been circulated to the members prior
to the AGM and are available on the
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web-site. It was noted that two non-com-
mittee members had signed the accounts
as required under Clauses 50 and 51 of

the Articles of Association.

Election of Officers.

The meeting was reminded that three of-
ficers of the association were due for re-
tirement by rotation; these being Tom
Cassells (Vice Chairman) Martin Sand-
ford (Points & Trophies) and Gareth
Roberts (PR). Gareth Roberts had stood
down from the committee with effect
from the 13 September 2004. The Chair-
man wished to record his thanks to Ga-
reth for his services to the association
over the past 8 years.

The meeting was also apprised of the
proposed nominations, these being Tom
Cassells, Martin Sandford, Julian
Murfitt, Steve Green and Simon O'Neill.
These members were then asked to leave
the meeting whilst a show of hands in fa-
vour of each was conducted.

The show of hands in favour of each was
recorded as follows:-

Tom Cassells 35 votes
Steve Green 28 votes
Martin Sandford 27 votes
Julian Murfitt 11 votes
Simon O'Neill 6 votes

There was a short recess whilst the com-
mittee considered the voting in the elec-
tion of officers.

Accordingly, it was agreed that Tom
Cassells, Martin Sandford and Steve
Green be appointed as officers of the as-
sociation for a term of three years. It was
noted that Simon O'Neill had volun-
teered to take on the role of PR & Fund-
raising, and would therefore be co-opted

onto the committee in this role.

The committee then considered the post
of Association Chairman. Ben Ellis said
that he would be prepared to stay in post
for one more year and this was unani-
mously accepted and agreed. It was also
agreed that Tom Cassells be reappointed
Vice Chairman. The meeting was then
closed.

The AGM was the reconvened and the
members were notified of the appoint-
ment of officers and co-opted members,
and that Ben Ellis would remain as
Chairman for 2005.

Therefore the committee for 2005 would
be as follows:-

* Ben Ellis
* Tom Cassells
* Nick Buckenham

* Alan Cassidy

* Andy
Cunningham

* Mark Walden

* Eric Marsh

* Martin Sandford

* Steve Green
David Cowden
Anne Sandford
Jen Buckenham

Tony Lloyd
Simon O'Neill

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Web-site

Head of Contest
Organisation

Glider Representa-
tive

Liaison

Keeper of Trophies
Points Tabulator
Judging Coordinator
Company Secretary
Treasurer

Membership
Secretary

Journal Editor
PR & Fundraising

Those marked with a * are Directors of the

BAeA.

Competition Calendar.

The Chairman confirmed that the com-
petition calendar had been finalized, and
that the contest information booklet had



been completed and would be available
for distribution at the end of the meeting.
He wished to thank Julian Murfitt for
producing an excellent publication.

There then followed a lengthy discussion
concerning requests submitted for addi-
tional competitions, by organisations
outside the umbrella of the BAeA. This
included consideration of a proposal
(discussed at the committee meetings of
the 13th November 2004 and 8th Janu-
ary 2005) put forward for an ‘open’
competition (that could include compet-
itors from mainland Europe) based on
the BAeA beginner and standard classes.
This competition would be an event for
‘one-type" aircraft based round the Su-
per-Decathlon; it had been suggested
that the event should be held at Good-
wood aerodrome in August.

Nigel Arthur and Barry Tempest pro-
posed an event, to be held at Leicester,
for aircraft without the benefit of an in-
verted fuel system. Nigel felt that this
was a good way to encourage people into
the Association and the competition en-
vironment. He said that interest in this
type of competition had been shown by
members of the Moth Club, who have
aircraft based at Leicester.

Alan Cassidy suggested that if potential
competitor numbers for both events
were low it might be possible for the
clubs to agree to combine forces and
hold the proposed events at one location.
It was noted that Goodwood were to
have a meeting to discuss this subject
during the week following the AGM;
Alan would assist in co-coordinating the
organization of the events.

Ben Ellis said that the committee had
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agreed that it would extend guidance
with regard to the organisation and judg-
ing at these events.

It was noted that if the Association un-
derpinned the events organisation, the
competitors would be required to carry
the appropriate level of third party insur-
ance as a condition of entry. This then
led on to the question of membership
status and fees for pilots/flying clubs par-
ticipating in these 'additional' competi-
tions, and whether there should be the
equivalent of a membership 'day-rate’.
At this point, the Chairman called a halt
to the discussion, explaining that the
subject was raised just to give the meet-
ing a flavour of the initiatives being con-
sidered. More information would be
disseminated as and when the thinking
progressed.

Membership Fees.

There followed a discussion around a
number of issues relating to fees, includ-
ing the issue of cost of Associate member
fees (£50) to those who give their time to
assist at BAeA events. Steve Green point-
ed out that helpers do not have to be
members, but in those circumstances
they would not be allowed to claim ex-
penses as member helpers are.

Ben Ellis referred to the letter already
sent to members concerning the pro-
posed increases to subscriptions, and
asked for approval to implement in
2005. The general consensus was that
even with these increases, membership
fees formed only a fraction of the cost of
flying and it was acknowledged that
BAeA costs have to be covered if it is to
maintain the level of activity involved in
each competitive season. Implementa-
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tion of the proposed increases, to be ef-
fective in 2005 was then approved on a
show of hands. It was agreed that the
committee would examine a rule change
in respect of helper's vis-a-vis the ques-
tion of membership fees for them.

The question of increased fees to glider
members was raised from the floor.
There followed an overview of a dispen-
sation proposal for glider membership
fees. After discussion, power members
generally indicated that they would not
be in favour of such a dispensation. Alan
Cassidy suggested that perhaps the Dan
Smith competition could be officially
split into two distinct competitions; one
for beginners and one for sportsman.
This would provide some degree of dis-
pensation for those entering glider aero-
batics for the first time. It was agreed
that this proposal would be developed at
meetings with the glider membership.

The discussion then moved on to a ques-
tion as to what were the main objectives
with regard to the way forward for the
Association. The Chairman said that the
committee had discussed this at its No-
vember meeting and, in a nutshell, the
consensus view was that the Association
needed to attract more money and more
members, including more corporate
members. It was noted that Simon
O'Neill had been asked to give some
thought to the ways in which the associ-
ation might attract more corporate mem-
bers, and that he would report back on
this in due course. It was suggested that
membership and fee structures were cur-
rently too complicated and needed look-
ing at. This was noted and would be
examined for possible revision in 2006.

Team Funding.

The meeting was reminded that interna-
tional Team members had been granted
the sum of £125 per person. The meeting
was invited to discuss and put forward
ideas for the future. One member said
that given the low level of reserves on the
balance sheet and the current deficit in
the profit and loss, the grant to team
members should be suspended until
more substantial financial resources be
secured.

There followed a general discussion as to
ways in which more money could be at-
tracted into the associations funds. These
points were noted and the meeting ad-
vised that they would be conveyed to Si-
mon O'Neill for his consideration.

Gerald Cooper raised the question of
bursaries paid to members to encourage
them to move up to the higher competi-
tion levels. It was noted that this was not
generally known by the membership and
should receive more publicity. The cur-
rent bursary level stood at £340, to a set
number of competitors per level.

After further discussion on all these
points, it was agreed by the meeting to
put international funding and bursaries
to the vote. Accordingly, on a show of
hands, it was agreed that international
funding would be suspended until fur-
ther notice and that bursaries would re-
main payable at the current level. The
detail concerning these payments (bursa-
ries) would be included in an issue of the
ANR and on the web-site.

The Aerobatic News Review (ANR).

In light of the current profit and loss def-
icit, the meeting was reminded of the
cost of producing 6 issues of the ANR



throughout the year. Jen Buckenham
also pointed out that in addition to the
guestion of cost, it was becoming in-
creasingly difficult to provide enough
'fresh' good quality copy to maintain the
standard of the ANR for 6 issues per
year. There followed a discussion which
considered a number of alternatives in
terms of preserving the frequency of pub-
lication of the ANR. However, it was
agreed by the meeting that the ANR
would be reduced to 3 issues per year.

Award of Trophies.

The Cessna Aerobat trophy was not
awarded. The other awards made were
as follows:-

Shaggy Cow Trophy
GoldenFrog Trophy
Extra Trophy

Slingsby Trophy

Diana Britten Graduate
Trophy

Len Perry Memorial
Trophy

Chipmunk Trophy

Contest Director of the
Year

Judge of the Year

Special Award to an
Overseas Winner
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lan Trask

Tom Cassells
Mark Jefferies
Alex Smith
Corrine Dennis

Tom Cassells

Brian Brown
Nick
Buckenham

lan Scott

Alex Caramella

Eric Marsh reminded all recipients that it
was their responsibility to arrange the
appropriate engraving and to have the

StandardPointsTrophy
MarcusNormanTrophy
Swinstead Trophy
AdvancedPointsTrophy
GliderPoints Trophy

Richard Buchan
Richard Buchan
Clive Butler
Garry Ferriman
Paul Conran

Pitts Special Trophy Garry Ferriman

trophies insured whilst in their care.

There were no other business items
raised.

Pilot Fly-In at Tollerton - June 5

The 2005 fly-in will again take place at
Nottingham Tollerton Airport and we
are hoping to better the 247 aircraft that
visited last year.

We are joining forces with the Aeronca
Club of Great Britain again to co-host
the 'Gathering of US Classics’ on the
same day. So hopefully we will attract
some rare and exotic classic American
designs like last year.

The two main themes this year are 50
Years of the Cessna 172 and 60 Years of
the Pitts Special - but obviously everyone
is welcome whatever they fly, be it a sin-

gle, twin, microlight, helicopter, autogy-
ro or jet!

Fans of the Pitts Special should be in for
a real treat as Sean Doyle at Leicester is
organising a massed arrival of Pitts' -
with 15 of the breed already signed up.

Proceeds from this year's fly-in will be
split equally between Cancer Research
UK, the British Disabled Flying Associa-
tion and the Glen Stewart Flying Schol-
arship. Last year's event offered visiting
pilots free landings and raised more than
£700 for charitable causes through vol-
untary donations, but it appears some
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visitors took the 'voluntary' part too lit-
erally! Consequently, all aircraft landing
at this year's event will be charged a £5
landing fee, all of which will be put into
the charity "pot.’

Those of you who would like to arrive
early are welcome to join us for the pop-
ular fly-in party, which takes place on
Saturday evening with music and merri-
ment. If you want to attend the party will
you please let us know so that we can ca-
ter for the correct amount of people.
There is no charge for camping but I'm
told there are also some good local
B&B's for the less hardy! If last year is
anything to go by it should be a memo-
rable evening!

Anyone planning to fly in to Tollerton
that weekend will need to read the fly-in
briefing sheets that will be published in
the June issue of Today's Pilot (on sale

May 3) and also posted on this website
nearer the event. In the meantime the ba-
sic airfield information is as follows:

Nottingham Tollerton Airport
N5255.20 W00104.75 Nottingham Ra-
dio 134.875NDB '"NOT"' 430.0 (on A/D)
Two Hard Runways (03/21 & 09/27)
PLUS Grass Available

Fuel: 100LL and JET Al available
Airfield Open 10.00am - 7.00pm (local)

For additional airfield information call
01159811327 (tower) or 0115 9815050

(admin) or refer to a current VFR Flight
Guide.

PLEASE call ahead for an on-the-day air-
field briefing and PPR.

Copies of the fly-in poster should be
available to download from www.today-
spilot.co.uk as a pdf in the very near fu-
ture.

many aircraft!

This space costs less than 20 minutes flying in

Why not place an advert.
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21st FAI World Grand Prix The top 7 of each leg are allocated 12 -

Points: to determine the final winner. 10-8-6-4-2-1points

21ST FAI World Grand Prix - FAI Centenary - Final Ranking

=< SCORE SCORE
[=
@ PILOT 2701 28.01 TOTAL POINTS

PROPELLER SOLOS:

1 Klaus SCHRODT (GER) 9,960 9,950 19,910 12
2 Jurgis KAIRYS (LTU) 9,830 10,060 19,890 10
3 Mikhail MAMISTOV (RUS) 9,800 9,780 19,580 8
3 Sergey RAKHMANIN (RUS) 9,720 9,860 19,580 8
5 Victor CHMAL (RUS) 9,520 9,220 18,740 4
6 Peter BESENYEI (HUN) 9,280 9,280 18,560 2
7 Svetlana FEDORENKO (RUS) 8,950 7,210 16,160 1
8 Svetlana KAPANINA (RUS) DEADLINE 9,170 9,170 0
PROPELLER AIRCRAFT TEAM

1 MARCHE VERTE (MOR) 19,380 39,445 39,445 12
2 ROYAL JORDANIAN FAL- 19,680 19,625 39,305 10

CONS (JOR)

3 MATADORS (GBR) 19,045 19,480 38,525 8
4 FLYING BULLS (CZE) 18,295 18,685 36,980 6
5 SPACE KNIGHTS (FRA) 18,255 18,020 36,275 4
6 ULTIMATE HIGH (GBR) 16,970 16,420 33,390 2
PROPELLER AIRCRAFT RANK PILOT

1 Chip HYDE (USA) 90 94 48 12
:CE_’ PILOT SCZCG)EE SCZC;EE Sczcgi'i TOTAL POINTS

PROPELLER AIRCRAFT RANK PILOT

1 Chip HYDE (USA) 90 94 48 232 12
2 Christophe PAYSANT - LE 89 91 49.5 229.5 10
ROUX (FRA
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CIVA Meeting Dates Changed

Submitted by Mike Heuer on Thu, 17/03/2005 -
14:35. Meetings

The dates for the CIVA plenary meeting
have been changed to 11-12-13 Novem-
ber 2005. This change was made to
avoid a conflict with the World Grand
Prix of Aerobatics event to be held in
Motegi, Japan. A number of CIVA offi-
cials will be attending the WGPA.

Location for the meeting is unchanged
and will be held at the Kloster Banz in
Germany (near Nurnberg).

CIVA Bureau Selects Judges for
WAC

Submitted by Mike Heuer on Thu, 17/03/2005 -
14:26. World Aerobatic Championships

The Bureau of CIVA recently concluded
its selection of Judges for the XXIlI
World Aerobatic Championships in Bur-
gos, Spain in June and July 2005. A total
of 15 nominations were received. The
Bureau can select up to a maximum of 7
Judges for the event. A maximum of 10
Judges are authorized by the rules.

The following Judges will participate at
WAC as "FAI Judges™:

LG Arvidsson (SWE)

Greg Dungan (USA)

Jiri Duras (CZE)

Quintin Hawthorne (RSA)

Graham Hill (GBR)

Francis Itier (FRA)

Matti Mecklin (FIN)

Judges nominated by NAC's or who en-
tered their names individually are still
free to attend the WAC and judge in Pro-
gramme Q. A final selection of the 10
best judges will be made after Q by the
International Jury, based on judging
analysis.

CIVA Regulations and Sporting
Code 2005 Available

The 2005 versions of CIVA Regulations
for Unlimited, Advanced, and Glider cat-
egories are now available for download
under "Documents"".

The documents will be in effect at all FAI
Aerobatic Championships this year in-
cluding the World Aerobatic Champion-
ships in Spain; the World Glider
Aerobatic Championships in Russia; and
the Advanced European Aerobatic
Championships in the Czech Republic.

Documents are zipped PDF files.

British Advanced and
Unlimited Teams

The Advanced Team to the Czech re-
public will be;

Ron Allan flying the Pitts S-2B G-I1111

John Dixon flying the Extra-230 SE-
XVB

Cas Smith in Pitts S-2B G-ICAS

The Unlimited Team to Burgos, Spain
will comprise

Tom Cassells in CAP232 F-GOTC,
Gerald Cooper in the CAP-232 G-SKEW
with Nick Onn and Val Rahmani shar-
ing the Sukhoi 26 G-XXVI.

Graham Hill will be the British judge as-
sisted by lan Scott and Julie Wood.

There has been no confirmation of a
Glider Team as yet.

FAI Aerobatic Catalogue

The FAI Aerobatic Catalogue has been
withdrawn from the FAI Web site and
will no longer be used. In its place the
2005-1 version of the ""Aresti System
(Condensed)" is now available at



www.fai.org/aerobatics/documents/.
The "Aresti System™ is in effect immedi-
ately and will be the standard for all re-
maining IAC competition in 2005. The
2005-1 version of the Glider Aerobatic
Figure catalogue has also been published
and is available on the same Web site.
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The new "*Aresti System"" is functionally
identical to the previous ""FAI Aerobatic
Catalogue' and no changes to existing
sequences will be required. This is cur-
rently available on the CIVA website,
but itis not clear how long it will remain
there.

Charlie Macaws last magic day out

JP

Well today was cold and crisp and wall to

wall blue with visibility forever.

Pulled Charlie Macaw out for his last proper
day out at Wellesbourne which is a good
enough second home to meet up with friends
to do a couple of flights.

Excellent trip down, wind right up the chuff at
5 thou’, 150kts on the ASI and 204 on the
GPs.

First trip with Graham a local PPL who last did
aeros many moons ago in a chippy, great,
good hands, good feel, bashed plenty of little
white fluffy’s and then explored all the basic
figures no problem. After landing greeeeat big
smile. So much so that the missus had to have
ago.

“No. no I'm not bothered to take control, just
do some nice aeros John”. So | did. Lots of
whoops and laughs from the front and a smile
| could see through the back of her cloth hel-
met.

Set off back to the field from the Fosse Way
at Shipston, “Do some more quarter rolls” So
| did, down for VNE, up 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 and
running out of steam so hey! lets torque roll
it back, so | did. Went luverrrrly. Great. For a
finish pulled up, let the speed decay a little and
gently placed everything over in the right
front quarter, and into a Cravat we went.
round and round with wings on the knife
edge, nose neatly just above the horizon and

stayed in place all the way round. Simply kept
it in till it fell out. Now my smile is wide
enough to split the canopy.

Back in the caf’ Mr says to missus, “you know
whats coming next?” “I think | do” she says,
“I've got to have one”.

Looked at me Timex and bugger!. 30 mins to
close at Hawarden, Even they were excellent
on the phone and gave me a late in ( they had
to wait for a Citation held up abroad and rules
is rules.)

Hopped in, quick checks, and onto the run-
way and off, enthusiastic take off and a rather
neat noise abatement turn to the right got a
“Niiice” off “Frankie” in the tower and a gen-
tle slow flight back to Hawarden in a head
wind. The cloud had rolled in and the air un-
stable, a few local squalls and misty patches of
low mist knocking about and the low sun fil-
tering in beams from the west. All of the pret-
ty lights on at Hawarden and the fourth good
landing of the day and straight into the hangar.
Just one flight left now over to Geralds at
Gamston and Charlie is off to a good home in
a land down under where he can fly upside
down all day long with a nice chap, a proper
competitor and licensed engineer who has
built his own plane. So I'm happy at that.

Me next week? Back into serious training with
Madam Fifi, a dirty French bird of my recent
acquaintance.

Going for beer and a pleasant wind down this
evening.
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In the Loop

In the Loop

Nipperbatics

Nipperbatics, Memories from Barry
Tempest, Kester Scrope and Nigel
Arthur

Nipperbatics- described once by that
doyen of airshow commentators, John
Blake, as the inebriated antics of a
drunken housfly! An almost lost art but
one that gave considerable pleasure to
those who tried it.

Some recollections

1. Farnborough '68 and Charles Bod-
dington in G-A VKK trying to outspin
Ranald Porteous in the Beagle Pup 100
with a Bayside portable VHF in the "'lug-
gage" bin. The Pup did 12 turns and
Charles 22 with recovery action taken

after 13. Delay due to grossly aft
T

We sat on the Bayside after that episode
and still outspinned (outspan??) Ranald.

2. Sywell in 1970 with the US WAC team
in practice. Watched Art Scholl do a
torque roll with smoke and tried it in the
Nipper. Upward vertical half roll then
2.5 backwards without being conscious
of it until noticed the prop stopped and
altimeter unwinding back past 600 feet
having peaked at 1,000. Yet another
dead stick onto the airfield.

3. The twinkle roll using aileron and pro-
gressively increasing ruddermagic.

4. Limbo with the poleholders and |
playing chicken under an ever lowering
tape. They won - but only just........!

5. Flying through a brick wall for a film.
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The wall was painted onto brown wrap-
ping paper from a 10 feet wide roll and
suspended from the limbo poles. One
hell of a bang when I hit it - along with
the awful thought of what

was behind the wall

0 thee of little faith
i T

6. Taxying out downwind on the grass at
RAF Finningley on a gusty day and, ulti-
mate embarrasment, tipping over onto
nosewheel and one mail wheel with the
tip tank embedded in soft turf and pro-
pellor still turning. This immediately in
front of the VIP enclosure. A frantic
beckoning signal caused two high rank-
ing RAF officers to hurdle the fence to
pluck the ~ intact tip tank out of the sod
and return the Nipper to its normal
stance.

A thankyou wave, then off to join the
other Barnstormers for the display slot
7. Taking out the perspex underwing el-
bow panel to enable flour bombs or toi-
let rolls to be dispatched with a
maximum slot time of 6 minutes before
the CO/exhaust fumes concentration be-
came intolerable.

8. Barnstormers displays using pre-deliv-
ery Portugese registered Nippers to the
confusion of the anorak clad spotters.

9. Finding out the hard way that stream-
er cutting max rate turn reversals in-
curred unbelievable amounts of induced
drag.

10. Transits to Newtownards via Black-
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pool and the Isle of Man with enough
clothes to be sartorially elegant for a
couple of formal dinners and a hangar
thrash plus a pair of welies............. i

11. Wedging folded chart between stick
and spar to fly handsoff for long periods
which enabled the consumption of essen-
tial inflight refreshments and disposing
of wrappers, apple cores, cherry stones
and empty bottles through a minor mo-
gification hinged and draughtproofing
tape sealed flap.

Halcyon days indeed.
Kester Scrope

| remember the contest and was the next
pilot to fly after the Nipper. | was given
the strange instruction to 'go and look
for the Nipper' - | assumed he was lost
and it was a while before | looked to the
ground, he was only a field or so away.
The pilots problems continued. Having
lifted the thing over a few hedges and got
it back to the airfield during lunch a
'thud' was heard outside and it had
blown over onto a wingtip in the wind.
The pilot flew it home shortly afterwards
- 1 guess he kicked the cat quite hard
when he got home. .

Nippers glide very badly, but also very
slowly. | often had to drag mine off the
runway as it frequently iced up on finals.
To crash one though would be rather
like falling off a bike. In fact the short-
field performance was quite handy - not
only for engine failures but also when
stopping for petrol whilst transitting in
strong headwinds, there was always a
field small enough near a petrol station.
| seem to have an amount of memories of
my nipper that are totally out of propor-
tion to the few number of hours that |
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had it. Anyhow my relationship with the
Nipper never blossomed into a love af-

fair. When I finally sold it, having risked
flying it halfway to its next owner cough-
ing and spluttering, | ended up leaving it
in a field some way from the target. The
new owner collected it sometime after.

I saw it again last year it had a couple of
mouse traps in each wing-root, no doubt
the fresh cheese was as a result of some

AD or other, presumably it has to be re-
placed every 72 hours or so.

My second nipper is an alto-
gether different kettle of fish!

Nigel Arthur

As one who has had two donk stops in a
Nipper I can confirm that the field imme-
diately in front of one if not below you
was your field of choice. This had the ad-
vantage of (a) concentrating the mind
and (b) removing any decision making
process if there was a choice of fields.
The one below was it. The book figure
gave a glide ratio of 1 :3.5(One in three
point five ).Having said that, the aircraft
was a delight to fly and could be put
down in a very short distance, provided
you kept enough speed to ensure a flare
on landing. On the very limited power a
capable aerobatic machine especially
with a Barry Smith Acro engine. Barry
won a fair few contests in his. Anyone-
.recall Eric Muller doing a multiple erect
flat spin in Smithies machine at the PF A
Rally at Cranfield? | do. I was standing
next to the owner who was whispering
""Recover" after every turn. Twelve turns
if | recall.
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Inn-keeper completes second RV

By Eric Marsh

Vans RV6 S.N. 25701 arrived in seven
heavy wooden crates at my workshop at
the Cavendish Hotel (....set on the
Chatsworth Estate) one cold morning in
January 2000. A little less than four
years later, after 3000 hours graft, on the
100th anniversary of the Wright broth-
ers first flight, | rolled out a completed
aircraft now marked G-CCJI. Alas it was
only for a photo-call, for it was not until
a few weeks later that it was transported
to nearby Gamston for flight testing.

It is said that they stopped making
wooden aeroplanes because aviation pa-
perwork had used up all the trees! Cer-
tainly it took the UK's Popular Flying
Association seven months (and £885)
from initial application to issue a Permit
to Fly, albeit this did include clearance of
some safety mod's and my month of test
flying, but, of course, the wait was well
worth it.

This was my second Vans: the first was
an RV4 completed in 1998 after 5000
hours over 5 years, so | felt qualified - if
apprehensive - to test fly the RV6. This |
did on a sunny 16th June 2004, and
what an anti-climax - not one single
snag!

Moving Up? - Part One
Alan Cassidy

We all have our own
individual motivations for
our aerobatics. It would be
foolish to try to tell anyone

Although Vans founder Richard van
Grunsven created an aircraft which was
intended to be essentially simple, most
builders cram their panel with as many
instruments as will fit, the more it looks
like a B737 the better! In G-CCJI | have
retained the Vans philosophy and thus
accommodated all the instruments in just
half of the panel, including a coupled
GPS and autopilot (Skymap and Digi-
track) It is propelled by a standard
Lycoming 0-320 and Sensenich 70 metal
propeller; both from Vans.

Still on the principle of K.L.S. (keep it
simple) and K.I.L.(keep it light - 1007
pounds), the exterior has not been paint-
ed, but the plain aluminium had been
polished to a mirror finish. Yes, it does
take time and effort, but no more than it
would to paint. And as my first RV was
sponsored and lettered by my first hotel,
The Cavendish, my second RV is spon-
sored and lettered by my second hotel,
The George.

What am | going to do with two aero-
planes? Sell one, I guess. | just can't de-
cide which one .....

Post Script

The RV 6 now has a new owner and Eric
has embarked on building a RV 8, now
does that mean another hotel?

else what they should plan for their
aerobatic future. Such decisions must
remain strictly personal ones, taking into
account the degrees of passion, skill, time
and money available. | also have a motto
which goes along the lines of ““Never give
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advice unless you are happy for it to be
rejected!”.

However, people do ask me what they
should do ‘next year’, or whenever, and
so | thought I’d try to put some thoughts
down on paper concerning the perennial
subject of ‘moving up’ through the
contest categories. | will draw on my own
experiences from being involved with
BAeA since 1984 because so much water
has flown under the bridge since then.

The timescale might also go some way to
showing for certain that aerobatics can
be a rewarding hobby for many years,
not to mention the fact that an aerobatic
Rome is not built in a decade, let alone a
day.

Beginners, as a class, did not exist when |
started competing. So it was Standard or
higher.

In the year before my first contest | had
flown about 12 hours in a CAP-10.
Before that I’d had a bout a 13-year
flying layoff since leaving university and
starting working life. At this stage | was a
180-hour PPL. I flew in the Thursford
Museum trophy at Little Snoring in
August ‘84 and in the Tiger Trophy at
Dunkeswell in September that year. |
didn’t win either, naturally enough, but |
did rank in roughly the top third of the
field, which was, | think, just a bit over
20 pilots.

At the end of ‘84 | decided that the top
third at Standard was fine but that the
top third at Intermediate, where there
were generally only 6 or 7 contestants
would be better. I might even be able to
get a ‘gong’ if someone more experienced
than me dropped a clanger. What a good
plan - DO INTERMEDIATE!

In the Loop

Then fate did its thing, as it does, and |
was moved ‘down south’ by the RAF but
not until I had spent 3 months in the Far
East where the biggest flying objects to be
seen were the things biting your ankles in
bed at night.

Still determined to be an Intermediate
pilot, | tracked down a CAP-10 | could
rent at Booker and started training in
June ‘85. | flew in the Golding-Barret at
Sleap and then in the Air Squadron at
Audley End. Unfortunately, | wasn’t able
to make the top third of the field with the
little training | was doing.

As an aside here, it might be interesting
that the Air Squadron Trophy in 1985 for
a 4-minute Freestyle contest for
Intermediate pilots and it was won that
year by Nigel Hall in a Cessna Aerobat!!
A certain Mark Jefferies was 4th in his
Jungmann. | was 8th two places ahead of
another CAP-10 pilot (Mr John Wicks,
no less) and last in a Stampe was Nick
Onn who clearly must have been very
short on time or height. Looking back
now | think it is perfectly clear that |
really had no idea about what | should be
doing in a 4-minute Freestyle, but | was
still having fun and staying alive.

My moving up strategy did pay off at the
Nationals, however, because only four
guys turned up to fly Intermediate.
Messrs Hall and Jefferies continued to
pot hunt at Standard, along with Alan
Wade, Pete Clark, Nick Onn et al,
making a field of 14 at the lower level.

I still didn’t make the top third of the
Intermediate field, but my hopes were
vindicated when Brian Becker flew G-
BLAG nicely but 180-degrees out for
most of his Free Programme and so | was
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able to sneak 3rd overall despite having
to leave out things from the Unknown
that | just did not have the experience to
do safely.

Thus my decision to move up was
vindicated, at least in my eyes, especially
as | had had to change mounts just a
fortnight before the Nationals. The CAP-
10 owner had decided that he didn’t want
his aeroplane flown to the stresses of
Intermediate any more, and after some
desperate searching | managed to
persuade the Cranfield people to let me
use their unique A1 design for the contest
which was to be held on their airfield. So
| went into that contest after 5 trips on

type.

However the Al was a stop-gap for that
one contest only and | never flew it again.
In 1986 my motivation was high - we had
after all the World Championships at
South Cerney that summer - but | flew
nowt. There was no aircraft convenient
to rent and no share to buy. I had actually
missed two seasons (and therefore got
quite a bit behind Mr Jefferies) by the
time | managed to acquire a share in a
Pitts S1S at the end of ‘87.

In ‘88 | was flying regularly at
Intermediate: Bodmin, Little Snoring,
Fenland, Glenrothes(!), Sleap, Sibson and
Seething. What a year.

It was only toward the end of my second
season at Intermediate that | thought |
might be getting to know my aeroplane
well enough to have a crack at Advanced.
Fields at both Intermediate and
Advanced were still quite low, typically a
half-dozen or so and | thus planned to
make my transition more gradual by
flying in both categories at a single event.
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The wisdom of this strategy was brought
home in graphic measure when, in
September ‘89, | flew, along with Mark,
Diana and Nick Bloom at the first ever
Dutch Open contest at Lelystadt. Because
of weather constraints, and small
numbers of entrants, this whole contest
ended up being flown off on one day. It
was my first outing at Advanced
cunningly hidden from (most) British by
being in Holland.

Added to this, this was the first ever
Advanced contest flown to the
embryonic CIVA Regulations for “Class
Two™ as it was then called, and we
completed a Known, a Free and two
Unknowns. Thus my logbook for that
day shows no fewer than seven contest
flights, starting at 08.30 and finishing at
16.30. My debut performance at
Advanced was understandably lacking in
success, but I did win the Intermediate -
largely perhaps because of the extra
mental capacity that | had developed
practicing the Advanced sequences.

I’'m going to stop here, lest you get too
bored, though | may be persuaded to
continue the odyssey in another article. |
have included no advice whatsoever, but
I have explained how some of it
happened to me. It might be a little
unnecessary, but | will say it anyway: it is
not an easy path and you have to grasp
the opportunities that come your way
with both hands. In fact you have to
chase them quite a bit, just to get them
within grasping distance. But it’s worth
it.
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Do you have valuable Pitts information!

I am in the research and documentation
phase of a book project on the Pitts bi-
planes found around the world. The
book I have envi-
sioned will be a visual
history of the Pitts,
from its creation to its
worldwide usage as a
fun, competitive and
display airshow air-
craft.

Unfortunately, in our
North American con-
text, very little infor-
mation is available
about British ships, and most of it is
from imported magazines and selected
books. From these documents, only the
most visible aerial display teams are usu-
ally found. Information regarding the
Rothmans Aerobatic Team, Marlboro,
Toyota and up to the Golden Dreams
Teams is limited to printed information.
I am looking for original photographs of
anything with Pitts on it. | realize that
this is a wide scope. Attached is a list col-

Pitts List
G-AZPH (N11CB) Neil Williams, James
Black, Mike Riley, Alan Cassidy
G-BBBU Richard Goode
G-BOOK Richard Goode
G-BADW Team Rothmans
G-BADY "
G-BADZ
G-BAEA
G-SOLO
G-IIT Team Toyota
G-THl
G-l Team Microlease

lected from different sources. The great
thing about U.K. registrations is the pos-
sibility of creating words.

I would appreciate
any contribution of
aeroplanes with
idents such as G-
WILD,

G-LITZ, G-PITZ, G-
SPIN, G-LOORP,
G-BIRD, G-FREE,
G-STUA, G-STUB,
G-SIIB, G-SIIC, etc.
With enough contri-
butions, | could dedi-
cate a section of the book on aircraft
registrations.

Ideal formats for compatibility with
book printing in order to retain picture
quality are original prints on glossy pa-
per, or scanned prints in TIFF (CMYK)
format.

Please supply as much info as possible re-
garding aircraft owner/pilot and creden-
tials.

G-WILD
G-BBOH
G-ROLL

Team Marlboro, Philip Meeson
(N31444) Team Golden
Dreams

G-AXNZ
G-AYLU
G-BAPU
G-BCXD
G-BDKS
G-BECM
G-BETI
G-BGSF
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G-BHSS (N1704) G-FORZ
G-BIRD G-FREE
G-BKDR G-HISS (G-BLVU)
G-BKKZ G-ICAS (N511P)
G-BKPZ G-IlIL (N15JE)
G-BKTC G-IlIR (N27M)
G-BKVP G-llIX
G-BKWI (N5303H) G-ITH
G-BLAG G-JAWZ
G-BMTU G-KITI (N36BM)
G-BOIH (G-YOYO) (G-OTSW) G-LING
(G-BLHE) G-LITZ
G-BOXH (N8LA) G-LOOP
G-BOXV (N27822) G-MAGG
G-BOZS (N10EZ) G-MINT
G-BPDV G-ODAH
G-BPLY G-OGEE
G-BPRD (N10ZZ) G-OWAZ | (G-BRPI) (N199M)
G-BPZY (N1159) G-PITS
G-BRAA (N14T) Reno Racer G-PITT (N540BB) (N31513)
G-BRBN (N81BG) G-PITZ (N183ER)
G-BRCE (N4611G) G-POKE (N40SV)
G-BRCI (N3515) G-PTTS (N555JR) (N32TP) (N31450)
G-BRIN (NBA) G-SIiB (G-BUVY) (N6073U)
G-BRVL (N2NW) G-SliC (N16JV)
G-BRVT G-SKNT (G-PEAL) (NSLF) (N48KA)
G-BRZL (N899RN) G-SKYD (N533IN)
G-BRZX G-SPIN (N5CQ)
G-BSDB (N77R) G-STUA (N13GT)
G-BSRH (N4111) G-STUB (N260Y)
G-BSXH (N14RM) G-REAP (Ghostbusters/Crimebusters)
G-BTEF (N88PR) G-VOOM
G-BTOO (N37H) G-WASS (G-BRRP) (N3TD)
G-BTTR (N38MP) G-WHIZ
G-BTUK (N53001)
G-BTUL | (N9OORS) (N31467) THANK YOU.
G-BTTR (N38MP) Francois Bougie
G-BUTO 22 Sunny Acres, Baie d'Urfe, Quebec
G-BUWJ H9X 3B6 Canada
G-BXAF )
o BXAL (N9GG) Phone: 514-457-7889
GoBXTI Fax: 514-4_157-9243
G-BYIP (N109WA? N103WA?) Web: www.bizzart.com
G-BYJP (N105WA)
G-CJDH
G-EWIZ
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Contributor’s Guide

The Editor is always keen to receive material,
both written and pictorial for publication in
BAeA Aerobatics News Review, the Journal
of the British Aerobatic Association.
Contributions should usually be original and
previously unpublished. Previously published
material will be used at the Editor’s discretion
in order to facilitate dissemination and ex-
change of information, opinions and ideas of
interest and concern to aerobatics enthusi-
asts.

Articles should be sent to the Editor (Tony
Lloyd - 70 South Road, Hockley, Birmingham
B18 5LD). If produced using a wordproces-
sor, a copy of the document saved as ‘text
only’ on floppy. E-mails may also be sent
direct to
jen@myrmidon.freeserve.co.uk but
with a courtesy copy by snail-mail to Tony
too please.

Deadline dates for articles and advertising in
2005 are on the 1st of May, August and Octo-
ber.

Opinions expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the Editor or of the Brit-
ish Aerobatic Association.

Any portion of BAeA Aerobatics News Re-
view may be reproduced without written per-
mission provided that due acknowledgement
of the source is made at the time of republi-
cation.

Advertising

Classified advertisements are chargeable per
issue at the rate of 5p/word, subject to a min-
imum charge of £2.00. Display advertising:
Colour:; full page £125.00; half page £75.00;
quarter page £35.00. Black and white: full page
£100; half page £50.00; quarter page £25. Sur-
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charge if artwork/screen print required. All
advertisements for publication should be sent
to the Editor, together with a remittance pay-
able to ‘British Aerobatic Association’. Ac-
ceptance of advertising does not constitute
any guarantee or endorsement of goods or
services so advertised.

Internet and E-mail

General enquiries to the BAeA can be made
via E-Mail using:
info@aerobatics.org.uk

or visit our website at:
http://www.aerobatics.org.uk

Other people who can be reached via the In-
ternet are:

chairman@aerobatics.org.uk (Ben Ellis)
contests@aerobatics.org.uk (Alan C)
gliders@aerobatics.org.uk
membership@aerobatics.org.uk (Jen B)

FAI Competition Licences

Applications for issue or renewal of FAI com-
petition licences should be directed to Jen
Buckenham (address on next page). The fee is
£2. Renewal applicants, please enclose license
for stamping.

Membership

Annual membership of the British Aerobatic
Association Limited, fees for 2005 are:

Full (Competition) £100
Corporate £150
Associate £50
Glider Members £75

An application form can be obtained from the
Membership Secretary, Jen Buckenham or the
BAeA website.
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